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William Paterson University Wind Ensemble; J. Craig Davis, D.M.A., Conductor

Pomp and Circumstance March No. I by Sir Edward Elgar
William Paterson University Wind Ensemble; J. Craig Davis, D.M.A., Conductor
(Audience is requested to remain seated for the academic procession)

Frederick Voegele, Soloist, accompanied by the William Paterson University Wind 
Ensemble; J. Craig Davis, D.M.A., Conductor 

Joan Hartman, M.A., University Marshal

Laura E. Weinstein, Summa Cum Laude

Arnold Speert, Ph.D., President of the University

Robert H. Taylor, Chair, William Paterson University Board of Trustees, conferring 

 Cory A. Booker, Mayor, City of Newark, Honorary Doctor of Laws

     Sonia Rosado, Passaic County Freeholder and Former Trustee, 
 William Paterson University Board of Trustees, Honorary Doctor of Laws  

Edward Weil, Ph.D., Provost and Senior Vice President

Candidates recognized by Stephen Marcone, Ed.D.
Interim Dean, College of the Arts and Communication

Candidates recognized by Sam Basu, Ph.D.
Dean, Christos M. Cotsakos College of Business

Candidates recognized by Leslie Agard-Jones, Ed.D.
Dean, College of Education

Candidates recognized by Isabel Tirado, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Candidates recognized by Sandra DeYoung, Ed.D.
Dean, College of Science and Health

Jamie McLaughlin, Soloist, accompanied by the William Paterson University 
Wind Ensemble; J. Craig Davis, D.M.A., Conductor

Suite in E-flat, No. 1,  by Gustav Holst
William Paterson University Wind Ensemble; J. Craig Davis, D.M.A., Conductor
(Audience is requested to remain seated until the academic procession has left)
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Citations and Honors

Conferring of Degrees

College of the Arts and 
Communication

Christos M. Cotsakos  
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College of Education

College of Humanities and
Social Sciences

College of Science and Health
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Three



Four

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE  
AND HEALTH

Lindsey M. Krenza 
Petro Matsyshyn 
Laura E. Weinstein 
Jennifer L. Winer

Magna Cum Laude 

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION 

Valerie L. Allen 
Joseph E. Bergen 
Olga Chomicova 
Michael G. Emswiler 
Shannon Brenna Hodges 
Gabriela Celeste Iannotta 
Katelyn Mary Kenney 
Jessica L. Kuhran 
Nicole Lequerica 
Jonathan E. McElroy 
Brendan C. McPeak 
Eric David Sax 
David J. Schnug 
Andrew S. Tait 
Lindsay A. Wade 

CHRISTOS M. COTSAKOS 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

Suzanne Murphy 
Erik M. Olsen 
Eric Paul Phillip 
Aurora Rosado 
Michael Zbijewski

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Jenny A. Lombardo 
Caitlin R. Ludgate 
Sangeeta Sobti 
Hiu-Yan C. Tung 
Renee L. Wallen 

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Matthew S. Borkowski 
Christina M. Cullen 
Nadia C. Da Silva Lopes 
Gladys E. Diaz 
Nelli El-Ghazal 
Karen Ellis 
Sean F. Gavarny 
Ada A. Grafals 
Korey L. Hughes 
Athos T. Kyriakides 
Diane M. La Gala 
Cristin M. Longo 
Denise M. Lynch 
Michelle Sylvia Malcolm 
Steven Robert Mondelli 
Claudia Maria Morales 
Karin W. Muskuna 
John Penola 
Eric J. Rinish 
Fernando L. Sabatiel 
Jennifer L. Steffee 
Tara Michelle Wisniewski

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE  
AND HEALTH

Joanthan Michael Adams 
Kristina-Asha Roa Bhagwat 
Kimberly A. Budich 
Maira Cedeno 
Sabrina H. Moon 
Japheth M. Mwangangi 
Leah S. Piza 
Adam John Platt 
Jessica L. Shields 
Sarah K. Smietana 
Katelyn Tylutki 
Jean P. Vieira

 

may 2007 CommenCemenT

may 2007 honors

Summa Cum Laude

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION

Shawn T. Baltazor 
Jessica L. Ercolino
Ashley Estelle deLeu Pettet
Geoffrey William Ramkowsky 
Claudio Orellana Rubio 
Anthony V. Scillia 

CHRISTOS M. COTSAKOS 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

Rachel Davis 
Paul Disimino 
Elizabeth Sisco 
Annette Zaczek
 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Leona R. Agnes 
Kathleen M. Clark 
Andrea M. Covelli 
Bonnie Mae Flaugher 
Eva Marie Hiller

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Rachel E. Bueide 
Judith Barbarito Cocilovo 
Francoise M. Coppola 
Lily Carolyn Cortese 
Nicola L. Heesom-Dublirer 
Gail P. Gaboardi 
Cheryl M. Keane 
Kim A. Larson 
Joanne E. Merrill 
Morgan Leigh Metzger 
Karen L. Milligan 
Amy C. Moors 
Tara L. O’Neill 



FIVE

may 2007 honors

Cum Laude

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION

Veronica L. Alcuri 
Juliana R. Balise 
Mark Vincent Barragato 
Leandro L. Dasilva 
Philip Graffeo 
Broc Hempel 
Robert J. LaFalce, Jr.
Meghan A. Leavens 
David K. Miller 
Tracy L. Petrowski 
Julia M. Przyhocki 
Winston Reuning 
Susan Elizabeth Richter 
Wesley B. Ruelle 
Daniel A. Salvatore 
April Sardinas-Wyssling 
Daniel F. Scognamiglio 
Sarah J. Shecher 
Vittoria R. Sigona 
William C. Storck 

CHRISTOS M. COTSAKOS 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

Sharon V. Ascari 
Jody Lynn Avato 
Salvatore Biondo 
Arahilza Burgos 

Selda Cane 
Vernon Dangallo 
Karen Luz Gonzales 
Marsha N. Johnson 
Nicholas Pagano 
Kristin Paventa 
Simona Gerogiana Radu 
Jennifer A. Williams
 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Bryan Majka 
Yasette C. Quiles 

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Erin J. Albrecht 
Fabbio Areche 
Laura A. Belluzzi 
Valerie Bertoli 
Kristina M. Camisa 
Joshua L. DeJong 
Frank D. Fagnano 
Gina A. Giannantonio 
Marissa S. Green 
Brittani L. Hoffman 
Jamie E. Kane 
Haseeb U. Khaja 
Erica Martin 
Justin Michael Massoud 
Edward P. McDonough 
Kathryn B. Morella 

Lisa Rose Paitchell 
Sandy Veronica Pineda 
Jorge Adrian Porro 
Angelica D. Rojas 
Brunilda Solano 
Joanne C. Tadros 
Syed Uddin Ahmed 
Alima D. Williams 
Nicole D. Yuzek

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE  
AND HEALTH

Daniel Ronald Clark 
Laura Conte 
Onnolee Jansen 
Mark Anthony Mora 
Florence Mwangi 
Erin Marie O’Hagen 
Barbara K. Opsasnick
Diovanni Ivan Ouano 
Amanda Beth Papasso 
Rebecca Jean Santhouse 
Alyssa Stroinski 
Douglas P. Svolos 
Steven J. Vivino 
Crystal L. Wood 
Cindy Yie

 



six

CHRISTOS M. COTSAKOS 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

Mary T. Carr
Deborah L. Skinner
Mary R. Stevens

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Thecla H. Hoeberechts
Tracy Keenan
Eva Lynch
Suzette A. Smith
Jennifer M. Soltys
Matthew Voswinkel

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Dena Joan Botbyl
Christine A. Calcaterra
Amy M. Dunat
Kelley A. Kays
Lauren Kelly O’Donnell
Irma Pace
Danielle Patrice Patlen
Rassan Abdull Sowell
Matthew A. Tirino
Dana Versfelt
Daria Washco-Dingman
Heidi Zaccone

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE  
AND HEALTH

Jennifer M. Benes
Adam T. Lillia
David G. Macharia

Cum Laude

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION

Todd Saxton Carpenter
Jeffery Michael Lee
Brian D. Leslie
Aneta Matecka
Margaret Mary Susan Menichella
Robert Minell
Michael John Parla
Russell S. Tybus

CHRISTOS M. COTSAKOS 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

Anthony L. Barsanti
Michele Darmetko
Erga Loria
Christopher L. Martin
 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Katie Lynn Johnson
Danielle Marie Manno
Theresa A. Whitty

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Catherine Arfuso
Katie M. Biddle
Charlotte Boustani
Alnissa Bradley
Stephanie E. Cangialosi
Carolyn Beth DeLucca
Matthew H. DiGise
Megan E. Elia
Sheri L. Francis-Boddie
Teresa Louise Kelton
Christina C. Maciag
Jill M. Martin
Jessica McKenna
Meagan R. Minutolo
Mayra Munem
Carolyn C. Pierce
Shena M. Samora
Joshua H. Steele
Theresa Titus
William J. Tooma
Jacqueline Weber

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE 
AND HEALTH

Megan Dawn Surpless

 

JanUary 2007 CommenCemenT

JanUary 2007 honors

Summa Cum Laude

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION

Sandy Luyendyk

CHRISTOS M. COTSAKOS 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

Jodie Hayes-Spinella
Jonathan E. Krawiec
 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

Lynne J. Unger

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Debra Lynn Bendett
Donna Magno Collinson
Jay Brock Decker, Jr.
Susan Hearn
Deborah Dora Pagliara
Mary A. Paulson
Agnes Savoglou
Harold Arthur Sofield
Jessie Wohlberg

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE  
AND HEALTH

Rizwan Ahmed

Magna Cum Laude 

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION 

Nastassja Patricia Arriola
Danielle Bondesen
Jessica DaPassano
Linda A. Olinger
Stephanie J. Roth
Shawn Tyler Strauss
Jessica Lynn Turner
Christina Vermeal



seven

Magna Cum Laude 

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION 

Madeline Alicea

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Joseph Edward Mosley
Farhat Ara Tariq

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE  
AND HEALTH

Janeen Nicole Gabriel
Irina Mandel
Andrea Theiller

Cum Laude

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION

Vincenzo F. Caruana
Elizabeth W. Fowler
Matthew Hand
Joseph Rothermund, Jr.

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Jamie Carpenter
Nadine Melanie Cawley
Samantha E. DelBen
Georgia F. Elias
Michael Scott Galdi
Mary Ellen Hartung

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE 
AND HEALTH
Christos Adamopoulos
Elaine J. Alexander
Lisa M. Bosco
Jennifer M. Johnson
Daryl Oclaret
Cecilia O. Rafael
Denis J. Tighe, Jr.

 

aUgUsT 2006 CommenCemenT

aUgUsT 2006 honors

Summa Cum Laude

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS 
AND COMMUNICATION

Crystal Miriel Rosa
Tracy Marie Sapinski

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Evelyn Kaminsky Agrusti
Marianne Longchamp
Theodore Sadiwnyk



eight

Matthew Eric Goodmark
Andrea K. Grigsby
Norma Guevara
Jaimie L. Gulla
Amanda Mackenzie Hansult
Kyle William Harkins
Eric Hayes
Jared M. Hecker
Kristopher Joseph Hee
Stephanie M. Hern 
Caitlin A. Higdon
Shannon Brenna Hodges
Calvin Huari
Robert J. Hubbard
Gabriela Celeste Iannotta
Carlos Y. Jiga
Noelle Ann Keppel
Dina Khiry
Noreen L. Kilduff
Robert J. Kuban
Meghan A. Leavens
Kristen Licastro
Luke LoCucio
Gregory Paul Loffredo
Colleen McCarron Lubisco
Shannon Rand Luker
Nicole P. Marra
Vikki Marie Marx 
Jonathan Marzella
Michael J. McCrae
Matthew Joseph McGuire
Megan M. McLeanas
Kevin A. McNally
Stephanie Medina
Crystal P. Meza
Maria Eugenia Mores
Todd C. Mullhern
Najeeb Muniir
Carolina Munoz
Ayman Mustafa
Justin Niemiec
Ava Nobile
Steven Nwachukwu
Yaniris Olivero 
Joseph F. Ott III
Sean M. Pardovich 
Justin Paulhamus 

Bachelor of Arts
ART

Francesca Bacia
Cyntha Belchou
Kristin Marie Beyer
Olga Chomicova
Raymond S. Cordts
Johanna Flores Jimenez
Stephen Paul Nellessen
Susan Elizabeth Richter
Vittoria R. Sigona
Jolene Venturini
Ryan Charles Wagner
                                        
COMMUNICATION 

Julio Jose Acosta 
Adrienne Acquaye
Adrian Alfonso
Valerie L. Allen
Christine D. Almonte
Daniel F. Ambrose
Juliana R. Balise
Mark Vincent Barragato
Ashley Bernardo
Marco J. Bianculli
Leslie A. Bressor
Richard J. Breuer
Donald J. Brower
Jeffrey Brutus
Carolyn Terese Burger
Glenn M. Cameron
Milton A. Cancel
Patricia A. Carroll
Patrick P. Caruso
Jonathan A. Ciccone
Daniella Z. Cioffi
Kellyann Cullen
Ashley W. Dade
Timothy R. Daniels
Christopher Patrick Danze
Ayesha Y. Davis
Melissa D. DiLeo
Cara DiMattina
Jessica L. Ercolino
Dana Ferrero
Anthony Nick Furfaro

Aurelina T. Peguero 
Scott Polito
Sandra Elaine Quast 
Monica N. Quiros 
Kristin L. Rego 
Winston Reuning
Tiffani K. Richardson
AnJaya M. Richardson-Evans 
Lewis  Robinson
Lea Monique Romano 
Randy Terrell Rose 
Rebecca Lyn Rotino 
Marc John Russin
Daniel A. Salvatore 
Selena S. Sampson
April Sardinas-Wyssling 
Eric David Sax 
Michael Santo Scardillo
Kristen H. Schafer
Anthony V. Scillia
Daniel F. Scognamiglio
Damian A. Shaddow
Craig D. Shenise
Jason E. Shinn
Michael A. Soliman
Victor Jose Solis, Jr.
Brooke Arielle Squibb
Kenneth John Sturniolo
Renee C. Tahan
Diana M. Tattoli
Anna-Kay D. Thomas
Maria R. Tirico
Stephanie Lynn Torres
Tarrell A. Toulsen
Jennifer Lynn Tucker
Valerie Krsulic Van Ek
Vanessa A. Vendola 
Larissa Dawn Vera
John F. Walsh 
Imani T. Williams
Diane E. Wood
Lavese A. Youmans
Sequoia Lauren Young

MUSIC

Marissa Rose Gerbino
Alan Goldstein

BaChelor’s Degree reCiPienTs
may 2007

College of The arTs anD CommUniCaTion 



nine

Nicholas Pagano 
Kristin Paventa
Laura E. Rodriguez 
Raul E. Rodriguez
Viviana Rodriquez 
Aurora Rosado
William Joseph Scholts II 
Hector Silva, Jr. 
Racky Uddin
Kelly M. Uglow
Albert P. Weierman 
Kadia A. Williams 
Ya-Yun Yang
Annette Zaczek

BUSINESS  
ADMINISTRATION

Cynthia Pamela Abboud 
Katie Leigh Ackerman

ChrisTos m. CoTsakos College of BUsiness

Bachelor of Science
ACCOUNTING

Diana I. Alvarez
Irene Arriaga
Richard J. Bloom 
Nancy Castro
Vernon Dangallo
Paul A. DeCarlo
Dionne C. Edwards 
Amanda G. Fahmy
Assumpta J. Fallon
Stacey R. Franzese
Colombino Armando Headley, Jr. 
Brian Lynch
Judy L. Mahalick 
Regina E. Manolis 
Suzanne Murphy 
Dana Ott

Alexander O. Agho 
Jonathan J. Alaya 
Anthony Andino
Sharon V. Ascari 
Jody Lynn Avato 
Daniela Baglieri
Karen Marie Barrett 
Salvatore Biondo
Lynn Boessman-Verillo
Christopher T. Breen 
Nghia T. Bui
Adrianne Burak 
Arahilza Burgos 
Selda Cane
John A. Cardenas 
Nena M. Cere 
Marc Cherichella
Joshua L. Christie
James N. Clark

Bachelor of Fine Arts
ART

Jonathan Alvis
Leandro L. Dasilva
Cassey F. DiGiaro
Daniel Fernandez 
Laura M. Field 
Philip Graffeo
Jason Robert Gramp 
Ryan M. Haehle
Jessica L. Kuhran 
Scott M. Kupka 
Danielle Kurz
John T. Lazration 
Midori Maejima
Nicolas Martinez
Michelle G. McCleaster 
Kate Lynn Miller 
Etica Minott 
Jonathan Paraison 
Tracy L. Petrowski 
Julia M. Przyhocki 
Vanessa Ramirez 
Geoffrey William Ramkowsky 
Joel Regus
Michael A. Ritacco 
Gina Sabatino

Lindsey Santana
Jesse Slotterback
Anita Naa Dzamah Sowah 
Evan W. Spaet
Fabian Andres Tasama Gomez 
Harris Torres-Salcedo 
Joseph T. Vincent
Kristen J. Wagner
Katherine Anna Wira

Bachelor of Music
MUSIC

Veronica L. Alcuri 
Shawn T. Baltazor 
Joseph E. Bergen
Abimael Concepcion 
Emily A. Corcoran 
Michelle A. Dispenziere 
Michael G. Emswiler 
Marissa Gerbino
Broc Hempel 
Alan C. Hicks
Edythe L. Jansen 
Katelyn Mary Kenney 
Robert J. LaFalce, Jr. 
Nicole Lequerica 

Scott W. MacRobbie 
Jonathan E. McElroy 
Joel A. Mikulyak 
David K. Miller 
Anthony E. Nelson, Jr.
Julie O’Brien 
Ashley Estelle deLeu Pettet 
Matthew Kyle Rowland
Claudio Orellana Rubio 
Wesley B. Ruelle 
David J. Schnug 
Sarah J. Shecher 
William C. Storck 
Andrew S. Tait
David John Von Dollen 
Lindsay A. Wade
Jennifer Winand

SOUND ENGINEERING

Kevin Antranig Ahtreassian 
Michael J, Ferretti 
Matthew A. Foster 
Christian Frentzko
Robert Anthony Heintz 
Anthony J. Lalumia 
Brendan C. McPeak
Bryan Patrick Mulford 
Kennin Joseph Simmons, Jr.



Al Fousseny Coulibaly
Larry Cruz
Rachel Davis
Gloribel DeLeon
Wayne Del Vecchio
Jason C. De Marco
Richard Anthony Scott DePerto
Kaltrina Dervishi
Quoc T. Dinh
Paul Disimino
Christopher A. DiStefano
Christian Alexis Dominguez
Kevin Theodore Donovan, Jr. 
Jeremy Alexander Eason
Deniz R. Erkal
Hugo Armando Esparragoza
Daniel S. Esteves
Anne M. Florek
Taneyisha Wilhelmina Floyd
Terry Farone Ford
Deryck B. Fraser
Karen Luz Gonzales
Cynthia Lourdes Gonzalez
Devin Gonzalez
Susanne Habatfha
Wendy A. Herrera
Khoi M. Ho
Aredin Hoxholli 
Anthony J. Iorlano
Robert Jasonek
Marsha N. Johnson
Alicia Jones
Rachel Ann Kane

Anargiros John Karantonis
Hanu Kurian
Michael Robert Licursi
Yvonne Limonta
Georgia Antoinette Lindsay
Josephine Maddaloni
Renata Maksimoska
Eleanor May
Danielle Mayel
Elida Marie McCann
Kevin Gerard McDonough
Carolyn Rodriguez Meola
Ian J. Michaelchuck
Cecile Maureen Mills
Airam F. Moreno-Santana
David T. Muroki
David S. Narushev
Shane Niblock
Justin Charles Ohland
Erik M. Olsen
Timothy Q. Palmer
Anthony Pastore
Christian Peguero
Courtney M. M. Penalver
Eric Paul Phillip
Michael J. Porecco
Michael Peter Porporino
Liliana M. Portela
Simona Gerogiana Radu
Joseph Robert Ragusa, Jr.
John L. Reid
Michelle E. Ricca
Marjorie Ricks

Daisy Rios
Patricia Roughgarden
Jonathan R. Sagui
George Elias Sayegh
Heather Lynn Scheer
Jessica L. Schumacher
Randy Thomas Schwager
Carlos E. Sime
Kyle Sinatra 
Elizabeth Sisco
Sonjee Monique Standifer
Iliana Symeonidis
Karla Valenzuela
Ian J. Vonglahn
Steven Christopher Walkley
David Scott Ward
Michelle Werner
Brian J. White
Jennifer A. Williams
Nicole Elaine Williams
Bernard S. Yigitkurt
Michael Zbijewski
Abigail Zsenai

PROFESSIONAL SALES

Jeremy David Brower
Michelle Lynn DiBella
Varney C. Jallah
Andrew Jonathan Menniti
Shawna Morgan
Donald Charles Semeraro
Justin Spadaro                                      

ten



College of eDUCaTion

Bachelor of Arts
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Leona R. Agnes
Kathleen M. Clark
Andrea M. Covelli
Lacey L. Crowther
Lauren M. Finizio
Bonnie Mae Flaugher
Eva Marie Hiller
Jenny A. Lombardo
Caitlin R. Ludgate
Bryan Majka
Kristyn B. Martin
Lauren M. Pellegrini
Yasette C. Quiles
Stamatina G. Sakellaris
Sangeeta Sobti
Lewis W. Stallman
Hiu-Yan C. Tung
Yelena Vayner
Renee L. Wallen

  
 Bachelor’s Degree Candidates       
 For Certification

EARLY CHILDHOOD  
EDUCATION – P-3 

Francesca Bacia
Jenny E. Chung
Daniella Z. Cioffi
Dorothy T. Colgary
Tricia A. Franco
Rosemary Iannone
Susan Elizabeth Richter
Stephanie Nicole Ross
Stephanie Lynn Torres
Tracy Lynn Warzech

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Erin J. Albrecht 
Laura A. Belluzzi
Valerie Bertoli
Rachel E. Bueide
Lauren T. Bunnell
Kathryn J. Camisa
Kristina M. Camisa
Michayne T. Campbell
Jennifer V. Capobianco
Joseph A. Carbone 
Francoise M. Coppola

Nadia C. Da Silva Lopes 
Jennifer L. Devine
Elizabeth Eckford
Selma Elbrus
Nelli El-Ghazal 
Christopher James Farrell
Natalie Frugis
Gina A. Giannantonio
Giuseppe Giordano
Marissa S. Green
Brittani L. Hoffman
Patricia A. Hogan
Melissa R. Ingino
Jamie E. Kane
Cheryl M. Keane
Noreen L. Kilduff
Gina Koonjy
Erin E. Krewer
Diane M. La Gala
Kim A. Larson
Megan Leach
Sarah L. Linstra
Denise M. Lynch
Kristen J. Martin
Lou Ann Martinez
Michael A. Masefield
Cathy B. McQuaid
Joanne E. Merrill
Marc P. Messano
Karen L. Milligan
Claudia Maria Morales
Kathryn B. Morella
Jessie D. Mull
Nurdan Musa
Ayman Mustafa
Nana A. Nuanah
Megan Marie O’Brien
Richard Michael O’Connor
Tara L. O’Neill
Lauren M. Pellegrini
Jaclyn N. Pellicciotti
Karen A. Petko
Lauren Proctor
Nadine R. Puzio
Marianne Randazzo
Rosa Iris Rosa
Rebecca Lyn Rotino
Alexis Sous
Joanne C. Tadros
Maria R. Tirico
Beslira Vejseli

Deusmarie Velez
Vanessa A. Vendola
Larissa Dawn Vera
Stephanie Violante 
Elissa R. West

SECONDARY EDUCATION

Joanthan Michael Adams
Sandra L. Alarcon
Valerie S. Arends
Traci Ann Audino
Cory B. Banta
Monika Bartnik
Ryan M. Batche
Kristopher K. Beier
Frank Paul Bennett
Matthew S. Borkowski
Lynsey D. Bright
Adam Richard Cannon
Jennifer L. Caputo
Maira Cedeno
Jennifer L. Cicale
Marybeth Comer
Laura Conte
Christina Cummings
Keith DeBlasio
Ana DeLaCruz
Jeffrey R. Dhuyvetter
Mark J. Frederick
Ada A. Grafals
Valarie V. Herbert
Robyn A. Hermann
Allison A. Iannacone
Onnolee Jansen
Heather D. Jessurun
Johanna Flores Jimenez
Avia C. Johnson
Jessica Judge
Lea Rae Kelly
Lindsey M. Krenza
Luscinda Noguera Lane
Michele Karen LaRusso
Michelle L. Lauer
Elizabeth Ellen Lizzi
Karen Lopez
Meghan V. Ludgate
Michelle Sylvia Malcolm
Edward P. McDonough
Frankie Monnecka
Heather Nellis
Michael F. O’Donnell

eleven



Jorge Osoria
Michael J. Palughi
Katherine Elizabeth Panczyk
Natalia Veronica Parama
Maria S. Paulino
John Penola
Anastasia Kathleen Plaskett
Megan Eileen Polak
Andrew M. Poyer
Christine Lentz Reid
Barrie K. Quick

Raymond Rivera
Fernando L. Sabatiel
Brenda Diane Sackerman 
Jennifer Sayegh
Michelle L. Shelton
Vittoria R. Sigona
Sarah K. Smietana
Nicholas A. Speer
Brian Thomas Staples
Regina A. Stellato
Alyssa Stroinski

Angela J. Travezano
Shana Viemar Tulloch
Gabriel Vasquez
Jason C. Vieira
April J. Virhuez
Laura E. Weinstein
Daniel G. Wendel
Alima D. Williams
Syreena R. Williams
Jennifer L. Winer
Nicole D. Yuzek
                                 

College of hUmaniTies anD soCial sCienCes

Bachelor of Arts
AFRICAN, AFRICAN  
AMERICAN, AND  
CARIBBEAN STUDIES

Latita L. Blount
Charlene Gilliam
Krishawn D. Madison
Felicia A. Panny
Linda Pridgen
                                
ANTHROPOLOGY

Rachel E. Bueide
Nicola L. Heesom-Dublirer
Marc Shearer Ferraro
Irina Jura
Alvita S. McDonald
Marissa P. Reiss

ASIAN STUDIES

Liam Perry Milburn
                                       
ENGLISH

Sandra L. Alarcon
Erin J. Albrecht
Hepah Asmar
Traci Ann Audino
Cory B. Banta
Carmela J. Baram
Kristopher K. Beier
Patrick Alan Bennett
Valerie Bertoli
Pamela R. Branch
Danielle I. Bugasch
Safira S. Byrd
Christine Higgins Carafello
Jessica Cerchio

Jenny E. Chung
Dianne Linne Conklyn
Francoise M. Coppola
Scott O. Cumberbatch
Christina Cummings
Gladys E. Diaz
Patricia A. Dresen
Katherine Dudas
Christina Marie Ecochard
Selma Elbrus
Christopher Fatone
Jessica Fava
Thea S. Gable
Gail P. Gaboardi
Gina A. Giannantonio
Ada A. Grafals
Gillian K. Gray
Marissa S. Green
Tanya C. Hamlett
Valarie V. Herbert
Robyn A. Hermann
Patricia A. Hogan
Nicole Huderwitz
Melissa R. Ingino
Latoya R. Jackson
Avia C. Johnson
Gina Koonjy
Erin E. Krewer
Karen V. Kulbatski
Athos T. Kyriakides
Kim A. Larson  
Jalari Lee
Sarah L. Linstra
Elizabeth Ellen Lizzi
Jason Gregory Lokitz
Karen Lopez
Erica Martin

Lou Ann Martinez
Michael A. Masefield
Justin Michael Massoud
Kendra S. Matthews
Tina S. McGruder
Dalemarie Menist
Alexandria Micik
Steven Robert Mondelli
Claudia Maria Morales
Kathryn B. Morella
Jessie D. Mull
Megan Marie O’Brien
Lisa M. Ott
Lisa Rose Paitchell
Katherine Elizabeth Panczyk
Diana A. Passamano
Nilam M. Patel
Jaclyn N. Pellicciotti
John Penola
Deborah Ann Pfeiffer
Sandy Veronica Pineda
Roger William Pitt
Megan Eileen Polak
Daniel Edward Polland
Christine Lentz Reid
Eric J. Rinish
Kevin Shepard Rodwell
Jennifer E. Rynander
Fernando L. Sabatiel
Brenda Diane Sackerman
Michelle L. Shelton
Tillie Marie Sims
Lauren M. Stagno
Jennifer L. Steffee
Regina A. Stellato
Joanne C. Tadros
Shana Viemar Tulloch 

twelve



Beslira Vejseli
Deusmarie Velez
Lisa Cindy Viola
Tammy L. Voorhees
Daniel A. Weiss
Alima D. Williams
Karen Lynn Wuester
Nicole D. Yuzek
                                 
FRENCH

Alison Marie Kopki 
Karin W. Muskuna 
                                 
GEOGRAPHY

Lauren A. Albert 
Jordan M. Betts 
Edna M. Dabonka 
Cathy B. McQuaid 
Karen L. Milligan 
Christopher Mirkovic 
Nadine R. Puzio 
Alexis Sous 
David T. Tay 
Syed Uddin Ahmed

HISTORY

Alina Maria Andrial
Ryan M. Batche
Matthew S. Borkowski
Lynsey D. Bright
Casey S. Bromfield
Michayne T. Campbell
Adam Richard Cannon
Jennifer L. Caputo
Joseph A. Carbone
Marybeth Comer
Keith DeBlasio
Joseph C. DeVore
Antonio Dibona
Matthew C. Douglas
Osvaldo Elias Duran
Mark J. Frederick
Natalie Frugis
Justin Lee Garcia
Emad M. Hamdeh
Victor M. Hernandez
Allison A. Iannacone
Jaime Michele Jaskot
Padraic Lea Jenkins
Ronald J. Kelly, Jr.
Jeffrey John Kooklin
Bach H. Lam

Cristin M. Longo
Edward P. McDonough
Christine McMillin
Joanne E. Merrill
Christopher James Monaghan
Richard Michael O’Connor
Jorge Osoria
Michael J. Palughi
Jose Paredes
Amanda M. Piekart
Meggan Rodrique
Rosa Iris Rosa
Brunilda Solano
Brian Thomas Staples
Travell Toulsen
Michelle Traynor
Robert Alex Vrabel
Tara Michelle Wisniewski 
                                       
PHILOSOPHY
Frank D. Fagnano 
Sean F. Gavarny 
Jared Hall 
Matthew J. Paparazzo 
Christopher J. Puzio 
                                           
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Carla Askew
Kristina M. Camisa
Danielle Latoia Carlos
Leyla Maria Cortes
Karen Ellis
Simalua Jacinta Enele
Opeyemi Stephanie Faloyin
Robert J. Feld
Korey L. Hughes
Ashley L. Jackson
Sylina Raymond James
Shiva Sreshta Kalyanaraman
Mariatu F. Kamara
Janice Lai
David Christopher Massola
Maria S. Paulino
Carina F. Pereira
Edward Frank Petrella
Raul Ricardo Rojas
Racquel A. Romans
Adriana M. Saber
Christine E. Sczepanski
Ashley Ann Stephenson
Sedrak Yenikomshuyan
                                           

PSYCHOLOGY

Hadiyah Abdur-Rahman
Jennifer L. Abner
Ricky Absolu
Alicia L. Albert
Chris Albornoz
Nicole S. Allen
Sarah Arafat
Fabbio Areche
Nancy Mercedes Arismendi
Precious A. Avorkliyah
Hassiena S. Bacchas
James Leighton Baker
Laura A. Belluzzi
Michael L. Blizzard
Vincent A. Cairelli Jr.
Jennifer V. Capobianco
Beatriz Cepeda
Michael T. Churchill
Jessica Frances Cohen
Alex Colon
Lily Carolyn Cortese
Cheryl Ann Danave
Nadia C. Da Silva Lopes
Joshua L. DeJong
Nelli El-Ghazal
JoAnne Emerson
Christopher James Farrell
Jane Giambona
Melissa S. Gomez
Cheverjhorn C. Greaves
Kaitlyn Marie Guerrero
Jeffry Gutierrez
Brittani L. Hoffman
Visita B. Jardosh
Jamie E. Kane
Cheryl M. Keane
Caitlin A. Kearney
Angelle J. Kursar
 Stephanie Lampariello
Christopher K. Larres
Latrece Autumn Lee
Nancy D. Lehner-Kuras
Tara M. Lenoir
Elyce S. Liquori
Kristen J. Martin
Jennifer Masiuk
Sharonda N. Melvin
Leslie A. Mitchell
Amy C. Moors
Nurdan Musa
Mallory M. Nahorniak
Nicole M. Napolitano
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Sara Z. Naqvi
Jamie L. Nealon
Nana A. Nuanah
Kristy Anne Oliver
Karen Maria Oliveras
Tara L. O’Neill
Joseph J. Paruolo
Karen A. Petko
Marianne Randazzo
Heather T. Reinhardt
Angelica D. Rojas
Ashley L. Sciscente 
Joanna M. Sensale
Jonathan M. Seymour
Kashann T. Stewart
Esther Suero
Colleen Theresa Takemoto
Dina Tatarsky
David Teng
Catherine E. Tice
Ebony Lee Tillery
Gordana Toleva
Barbara Trojaniak
Stephanie Violante
Irene W. Wachira
Tracy Lynn Warzecha
Elissa R. West
Laura K. Wolfe 
                                           
SOCIOLOGY

Allan Alvarez
Jessica Ann Bovee
William E. Bowdler
Dana M. Bruno
Kathryn J. Camisa
Natana Campbell
Kristina M. Cayan
Vincent A. Ciardi
Dorothy T. Colgary
Alexa L. Croker
Christina M. Cullen
Nicky Anthony D’Ambrosio
Yehunda A. Davis
Elizabeth Eckford
Luis E. Escobar
Diarelys Hiladis Fajardo
Jessica J. Fickes
Tricia A. Franco
Michael P. Frech
Tania A. Garozzo
Giuseppe Giordano
Tayron Glover
Aaron T. Gomes

Todd E. Gorski
Matthew James Grasso
Edward W. Hahn
Nyron A. Harris
Emil A. Hyman
Jessalin Marie Jaume
Quinn T. Jenkins
Dottie Jen’e Johnson
Kenyatta Ramesha Johnson
Nakia Y. Jones
Quashinda T. Kellam
Haseeb U. Khaja
Sung Kim
Diane M. La Gala
Meg Lipper
Berth J. Lizaire
Regina Marie Locasto
Rozeznn Loioco
Denise M. Lynch
Lindsey A. Magazzu
Jaclyn M. Marchese-Bertuna
Elissa Danielle Mark
Jake Mathews
Jennifer Lynn Mayer
Anthony M. Mazzo
Tara A. McKinley
Shari M. Melville
Marc P. Messano
Morgan Leigh Metzger
Sha’ Rhonda Mobley
Christopher John Newell
Rossy T. Omulama Olusala
Brian Joseph O’Neill
Carmen Eileen Pagan
Nicholas G. Paradiso
Frank C. Pizza
Lauren Proctor
Ariana Leigh Provitera
Natasha Raymond
Joseph S. Rega
Stephanie J. Reimers
Janessa Rivera
Paula Anne Roll
Stephanie Nicole Ross
Lori Morosca Russo
Vanessa Nicole Santos
Jill Marie Schmidt
Megan M. Schollmeyer
Trulya Y. Scott
Diane Sheppard
Stephen Joseph Simonetti
Michelle Irish Smith
Steven Andrew Smith

Kevin M. Snow
Lauren Nicole Spiegel
Melissa A. Stewart
Aneesh Thomas
Beverley A. Thomas
Travis C. Tintle
Laura Michele Tunnero
Cassandra Uychich
Dansel Gamso Valdez
Steven Vallejo
Deanna R. Wall
Alan B. Warren
China Washington
Chian A. Weekes
Christopher P. Weitz
Heather M. Westervelt
Michele Lee Wood
                                 
SPANISH

Lauren T. Bunnell
Rosa M. Cabrera
Ana DeLaCruz
Luz Ciprian
Giovanna Fadda
Luscinda Noguera Lane
Vanja Lukovic
Michelle Sylvia Malcolm
Cornelia Maria Mejia
Jeniffer Mella
Natalia Veronica Parama
Yahaira Amparo Peguero
Jorge Adrian Porro
Luz Prado
Angela J. Travezanoa 
                           
WOMEN’S STUDIES

Stefanie Alexis Andino
Connie Blake
Judith Barbarito Cocilovo
Christina Cummings
Jennifer L. Devine
Yolanda Dye
Marie M. Homsi
Rosemary Iannone
Megan Leach
Stefanie M. Lupo
Vanesa Madera
Morgan Metzger
Amy Moors
Rosa M. Sayas
Harmony Emma-Jean Sisti
Sonia Vazquez
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College of sCienCe anD healTh

Bachelor of Arts
MATHEMATICS

Valerie S. Arends 
Monika Bartnik 
Poppy Loveday Casey 
Maira Cedeno 
Patricia A. Colabella 
Denise Cole 
Jeffrey R. Dhuyvetter 
Lea Rae Kelly 
Lindsey M. Krenza 
Sharon Lubach-Dugan 
Meghan V. Ludgate 
Heather Nellis 
Miguel Andres Sanchez 
Jennifer Sayegh 
Sarah K. Smietana 
Sebnem Smith
Luis Andy Solano 
Alyssa Stroinski 
Laura E. Weinstein 
Syreena R. Williams 
Jennifer L. Winer

Bachelor of Science
BIOLOGY

Christopher E. Alvarez 
Kristina-Asha Roa Bhagwat 
Magdalena Buczek 
Kimberly A. Budich 
Jhon Chavez 
Michelle C. Christ 
Wendell A. Degannes 
Jill Anne Dispensa 
Qimmah A. Dozier 
Ikenna C. Ejiofor 
Aurelky D. Garcia
Jasen O. Gonzalez 
Juan C. Gutierrez 
Onnolee Jansen 
Edwine Katheley Jean-Baptistie 
Shail Kabrawala 

Valbona J. Kurtishii 
Petro Matsyshyn 
Frank Anthony Militello 
Nana Mosaky 
Erin Marie O’Hagen 
Dennis K. Oppong 
Anastasia Kathleen Plaskett 
Donnieann T. Reyes 
Kathleen Riccardello 
Joanna C. Richards 
Cynthia L. Roldan 
Steven J. Vivino 
Crystal L. Wood

BIOTECHNOLOGY

Nancy Abdallat 

CHEMISTRY

Caroline Bett 
Japheth M. Mwangangi 

COMMUNITY HEALTH

Louvenia Alford 
Kristina M. Bonanni
Joi Ashley Ennis 
Stephanie L. George 
Amanda Marie Greene 
Megan Helmstetter 
Jennifer R. Huber 
Gloria J. Loops 
Liliana Patricia Molina 
Sabrina H. Moon 
Mark Anthony Mora 
Lauren L. Scott 
Jessica L. Shields 
Michell J. Wilson 
Anna Wojcik 
                                           
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Daniel Ronald Clark
Homer J. Gallego 
Gary S. Gracia 
Daniel A. Lischak 
Eric John Lorenz 

Jason R. Morgan 
Brian Odiambo Obara 
Steve W. Opiyo 
Adam John Platt 
Dale D. Sy 
Hernan M. Torres, Jr. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Joanthan Michael Adams
Frank M. Bellino
Frank Paul Bennett
Daniel C. Brophy
Jennifer L. Cicale
Laura Conte
Melinda M. Coxe
Christopher M. DeSalvia
Esteban Diaz
Herman E. Irving
Heather D. Jessurun
Jessica Judge
Michele Karen LaRusso
Michelle L. Lauer
Matthew J. Leffel
Kyon B. Martin
Allison M. McCarthy
Brendan Patrick McDermott
Frankie Monnecka
Michael F. O’Donnell
Luis A. Pomales
Andrew M. Poyer
Barrie K. Quick
Walter I. Rickard
Raymond Rivera
Kimberly Ann Scarpa
Nicholas A. Speer
Douglas P. Svolos
Gabriel Vasquez
Jason C. Vieira
April J. Virhuez
Kristin M. Wagner
Daniel G. Wendel
Christopher S. Wolfstirn
David J. Wright
Jennifer Yong Yow
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Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing

NURSING

Vivian O. Abanonu 
Alexander O. Agho 
Momtaz B. Ali 
Abigail A. Aniagyei 
Karen V. Benites 
Pauravi Bhatt 
Tashi Yangzom Bhutia 
Anna Bodyziak 
Kimberly F. Bonaguaro 
James W. Burns
Karen A. Burton
Melissa L. Carter
Allison M. Casale
Adriana L. Ceron
Kasmira Chhaprawala
Tracy E. Ciaravino
Christina Marie Conger
Charis Kaye Abrajano Crisologo
Agatha C. Delgado
Daniel N. Deoliverira
Ryan J. Dill
Cheryl A. Dudek
Danielle M. Dzendzera
Oscar P. Emmanuel
Romer L. Espejo

Crisolina R. Fabos
Kelly N. Fischer
Tanya M. Fonseca
Steven J. Gildea
Maryshayne S. Guinto
Diana Guralnik
Dana Halecka
Cynthia Hanshaw
Monica M. Jarosz
Henry Lee
Amy M. Lopez
Randee Marie Lotterman
Ann Marie Maguire
Jessica A. Malenchak
Carlita J. Maynard
Meghan R. McDermott
Danielle Micco
Christine Joy Montes
Martina Morris
Florence Mwangi
Randi Nabba
Badeiah A. Nammour
Nicole G. Narciso
Lindsay Kate Olsen
Barbara K. Opsasnick
Ingrid Orejola
Diovanni Ivan Ouano
Pauline Geronimo Palma
Ansie Panavelil

Amanda Beth Papasso
Leah S. Piza
Alina Poustyntseva
Giselle Lou Ann Ibarra Raagas 
Elizabeth Regina
Digna Rivera
Leann Rodkewitz
Jacqueline V. Sabas
Dayana Salazar
Litzka Sandoval
Francis Dwight Sangalang
Rebecca Jean Santhouse
Jennifer L. Schanck 
Lisa Marie Schultz
Sheenly S. Sindico
Suzanna Marie Smaldone
Teresa Sole
Mary Sesay-Rogers
Nancy Lynn Swanson
Virginie Evonne Po Tan
Katelyn Tylutki
Gesno Ulysse
Melody A. Valdez
Cheryl L. Verblaauw
Jean P. Vieira
Julie Ann Vilchock
Cindy Yie
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Linda Eve Makulinski 
Lucas Marlone  
Gina M. Marocco
Yanika Martinez
William C. McKenna
Margaret Mary Susan Menichella
Devin Keith Miller
Robert Minell  
Marin Moorman  
Iveliz Negron  
Anita L. Nunez 
William L. Padavano  
Cory S. Pensa  
Jimmy L. Ramirez  
Elizabeth Raneli  
Maria Florencia Robledo 
Bridamary Flores Rosario
Choubert Saint Florant  
Philip J. Santomero
Amanda Brooke Shem-Tov  
Matthew Sommo  
Christopher W. Staranka 
Shawn Tyler Strauss  
Mizuki Takahashi  
Aaron Tavarez  
Jessica Lynn Turner  
Erica O. Vernidis 
Stephanie R. Williams
Nicholas Vincent Zaleski
Meredith Jean Ziem

MUSIC

Dylan McAuliffe

Bachelor of Fine Arts
ART

Leslie Barbire
Charles W. Blauth
Rachel Ehrgood

Bachelor of Arts
ART

Danielle Bondesen
Melissa J. Caputo
Todd Saxton Carpenter
Sandy Luyendyk   
Aneta Matecka    
Debra McVetty    
Linda A. Olinger 
Lois A. Zeremes 
                                        
COMMUNICATION 

Rachel D. Adler
Joseph Ameruoso
Salvatore P. Anzalone
Nastassja Patricia Arriola
Sheree Boone   
Cynthia Bou    
Raymond Spencer Brooks  
Paul Brown II  
Lauren Renee Busko
Joseph V. Caputa  
Kristina Casa  
Zachary Christ 
Danielle C. Conti 
Jessica DaPassano 
Michael DiFrancescantonio
Nicholas P. Esposito 
Katelyn Ferrucci  
Shaun M. Frullo
Richard A. Gonzalez  
Nicole M. Harris  
Frank James    
Christopher M. Lake  
Jeffery Michael Lee  
Brian D. Leslie
Jennifer A. Linder
Robert Jason LoCascio

Donna M. Grace
Karen Anne Kozlowski
Patricia A. Lee
Leonid M. Likhtenshteyn
Olivia Marie Listner
Michael John Parla
Vanessa Paulino
Mark Pecson
Nathalie E. Pignataro
Gonzalo Rodriguez, Jr.
Stephanie J. Roth 
Tracy A. Seland
MaryRose Silvestri
Christina Vermeal
William D. Wackwitz, Jr.
Warren John Zalme

Bachelor of Music
MUSIC

Michael Celia
Matthew Ryan
Russell S. Tybus
Frederick William Voegele

SOUND ENGINEERING

Christopher Cerulo
Daniel Thomas Gottlieb
Brandan Hogan Edward

BaChelor’s Degree reCiPienTs
JanUary 2007

College of The arTs anD CommUniCaTion 
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eighteen

BUSINESS  
ADMINISTRATION

Gabriella Alesi 
Asad Azhar
Ahmad Azizi 
Jeffrey Badaan
George Badalamenti
Anthony L. Barsanti 
Keith V. Belfiore 
Paul Biondo 
Paul William Blake
Harold Bolivar
Colleen E. Briggs 
Diane Agnes Bryjak
Mary T. Carr
Natalia G. Castrillo
Romain Ceroriales 
Kevin Cheuvront 
Nicole Cuomo
Rosalinda Da Cunha
Michele Darmetko
Goran Dimeski 
Erik Ferschman
Erick J. Finley 
Brian Franks
Jerry T. Giarrusso
Carlos N. Gomez 
Jeffrey Gonel 
Vanessa Gonzalez
Nicholas J. Hanson
Calina R. Henry 
Kathleen E. Hernandez 
Vincent Jacques 
Tamara J. Kazan 
Lamont J. Lighty
Sanjeong Lim
Ta Jen Lin

ChrisTos m. CoTsakos College of BUsiness

Bachelor of Science
ACCOUNTING

Ronald Aguila
Rumon Ahmed
Frances C. Araullo 
James J. Blyth 
Lashira A. Campbell
Kevin Dougherty
Joseph Eberly
Brett Elwood 
Jodie Hayes-Spinella 
Jefy M. John 
Krystyna Barbara Kedzia
Vera Kostoska
Jonathan E. Krawiec
Robert LaBar 
Veronica Lee 
Dennis Levin 
Christopher L. Martin
Rickey Ibn Ore 
Louis A. Pampalone 
Glen Puchalski 
Johanna M. Ramos 
Raymond Caleon Reyes 
Rosa Rosario
Wanda Rosella
Mary R. Stevens
Larysa Vynnychok 
Peter Matthew Zaccheria

Erga Loria
Jacobi Mack 
Richard Mardarello
Raquel Martinez 
Kurtetha L. McGee 
Gervascio Moreno 
Brian Zemekiah Oburu
Paul J. Ocejo 
Daniel M. Pagano
Bryan John Pellek 
Joseph M. Penalba 
Damon J. Polski 
Lorraine A. Rivezzi 
Anthony Ruffing 
Keif H. Samuel
Ryan Frank Schack 
Filipe A. Silva 
Deborah L. Skinner
Naum Slavkoski
Sean Slegers
Gregory David Stoklosa
Victor F. Stross 
Kristie Kaili Teo 
Adam Jason Tett 
Maria Mae R. Tirol
Fitim Tonuzi
Paul Ulloa 
Jennifer Noelle Utter 
Jacqueline Vancheri 
Carisa Ann Vetrano
Tiffany M. Wanke
Jamila A. Watkins 
Jack Xie  

PROFESSIONAL SALES

Joseph Gaetano Kowalski
Michael Robert Yackanin                                         



College of eDUCaTion

Bachelor of Arts
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Susan K. Banks
Rachel S. Catanzaro
Linda Consales
Daniel G. D’Elia
William Dietsch
Grethe Henriksen
Thecla H. Hoeberechts
Katie Lynn Johnson
Tracy Keenan  
Keri L. Kozell
Dayna M. Lyden
Eva Lynch     
Danielle Marie Manno
Suzette A. Smith
Jennifer M. Soltys
Lynne J. Unger
Matthew Voswinkel
Theresa A. Whitty

 Bachelor’s Degree Candidates       
 For Certification

EARLY CHILDHOOD  
EDUCATION – P-3

Viviane Abreu 
Courtney L. Boutillier                                      
Lauren Renee Busko                                          
Kristina Casa 
Kimberly Ann Ferraro                                        
Izabela A. Fijorek                                          
Maria Teresa Magro 
Jessica McKenna                                             
Angel E. Rodriguez Ortiz                                    
Safiyah Sadiq

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Rachel D. Adler
Catherine Arfuso                                            
Cheri Allison Barron                                                                        
Debra Lynn Bendett                                          
Katie M. Biddle                                             
Katherine Lynn Bolkema 
James M. Callahan                                           
Jaclyn Clark               
Donna Magno Collinson                                       
Danielle C. Conti                                           
Carolyn Beth DeLucca                                        
Patricia Dudek 
Amy M. Dunat                                                
Megan E. Elia 
Michelle Eyzaguirre                                         
Erin Michele Farley                                         
Andrea-Lynn Fernandez 
Susan Hearn 
Jennifer Johnson                                            
Kelley A. Kays 
Tracy L. Keller
HollyAnne Kuba 
Regina Larkin                                               
Brian D. Leslie                                             
Lauren Krista Lombardy                                      
Sandy Luyendyk                                              
Katie Ann Lynn 
Gina M. Marocco                                             
Aneta Matecka                                               
Michelle Ann McEvoy                                         
Margaret Mary Susan Menichella                              
Ranee Marie Monteilh 
Mayra Munem 
Lauren Kelly O’Donnell
Irma Pace 
Taras Petryshyn                                             

Melissa Violetta Remmich                                    
Lydia M. Ryan 
Shena M. Samora                                             
Megan Shaloo                                                
Bernadette  Marie  Sissick                                  
Ashley B. Smith 
Catherine L. Sylvester                                      
Deborah L. Tarabocchia                                      
Allison Telep 
Theresa Titus                                               
Karina M. Torres-Rivas                                      
Dana Versfelt                                               
Rebecca Lynne Vigilante                                     
Mary Walker                                                 
Daria Washco-Dingman                                        
Stephanie R. Williams   
                                 
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Susan K. Banks 
Rachel S. Catanzaro 
Linda Consales 
Daniel G. D’Elia 
William Dietsch  
Grethe Henriksen 
Thecla H. Hoeberechts  
Katie Lynn Johnson 
Tracy Keenan 
Keri L. Kozel 
Dayna M. Lyden 
Eva Lynch 
Danielle Marie Manno 
Suzette A. Smith 
Jennifer M. Soltys 
Lynne J. Unger  
Matthew Voswinkel 
Theresa  A. Whitty

nineteen



twenty

College of hUmaniTies anD soCial sCienCes

Bachelor of Arts
AFRICAN, AFRICAN  
AMERICAN, AND  
CARIBBEAN STUDIES

Kerrian Carleen Benjamin
Anwar J. Golden
Dennis Wilson 
                                
ANTHROPOLOGY

Matthew DiBattista, Jr.
Carrie-Anne Fleyzor
Kathryn Anne Marshall
Thomas J. Pool
Rassan Abdull Sowell
                                       
ENGLISH

Catherine Arfuso
Katie M. Biddle 
Dena Joan Botbyl 
Charlotte Boustani 
Christine A. Calcaterra
Nicole Angel Catapano 
Stefanie Ciser 
Allison B. Clapp 
Donna Magno Collinson 
Rola Daghestani 
Samer Daghestani 
Jay Brock Decker, Jr. 
Carolyn Beth DeLucca 
Christine Ann DeStefano
Patricia Dudek 
Amy M. Dunat 
Jessica Dykstra 
Megan E. Elia 
Joseph D. Faria 
Robert Paul Fischer 
Thomas John Gaffney 
Nicole Elizabeth Green 
Susan Hearn 
Jessica Jantzen 
Kevin C. Jenkins 
Katarzyna Kosiorek 
David C. Kowal 
HollyAnne Kuba 
Regina Larkin 
Lauren Krista Lombardy 
Elizabeth W. McIntosh 
Corinna Melcon 
Joseph Miguel Mifsud 

Meagan R. Minutolo 
Irma Pace 
Taras Petryshyn 
Michael J. Rienstra 
Christopher Michael Romash
Keyla Rosario 
Bernadette Marie Sissick
Meghan Spiegel         
Zellie Yushu’a Thomas 
William J. Tooma  
Daria Washco-Dingman 
Jacqueline Ann Weber 
Heidi Zaccone 
                                 
FRENCH

Catherine S. Dalal

GEOGRAPHY

Christopher R. Finn
Catherine L. Sylvester 

HISTORY

Debra Lynn Bendett
Peter G. Bernesby 
James M. Callahan 
Paul Caramucci
Animar Daghestani    
Patricia Branco DaSilva 
Matthew H. DiGise 
Neal Anthony DiNapoli 
Daniel R. Eiche   
Michelle Deborah Falato 
Brett Daniel Gossman
Emily Alexandra Gross 
Teresa Louise Kelton
Jason K. Lueddeke 
Kenneth Miller    
Victor Minnocci   
Deborah Dora Pagliara 
Danielle Patrice Patlen 
Nicholas R. Priessnitz
Lydia M. Ryan     
Mirdita Sadiku    
Shena M. Samora   
Brandon W. Saravia
Andrew A. Scrivani
Robert F. Shaftic       
Theresa Titus     
Maria Villamor    
Christopher Thomas Ward  
                                       

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES
Samuel P. Menjivar
Diana Maria Moreno  
 
PHILOSOPHY
Michael C. Braunberg
Joshua H. Steele
                                           
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Reem Baghdadi           
Robert Calamito         
Tenichla Y. Lee         
Agnes Savoglou          
Harold Arthur Sofield   
Christopher James Stols 
Chris White
                                           
PSYCHOLOGY

Modinat Olushola Adewunmi 
Nicole L. Affinito      
Giselle Yhara Nedggie Alphonso
Anthony A. Breen        
Alexandra Charles       
Caroline Y. Choi        
Jaclyn Clark            
Shaun C. Crosman        
Despina Damkas          
Susan D’Angelo          
Francesca Domantay      
Melissa Camille Doyle   
Michelle Eyzaguirre     
Izabela A. Fijorek      
Talonna Fisher          
Brielle R. Garner       
Zhereny Gonzales        
Jennifer T. Jackson     
Jennifer Johnson
Jackson Taylor Kay        
Kelley A. Kays          
Tracy L. Keller         
Kristin Klimansky       
Kristen Elizabeth Lewin 
Mary L. Licata          
Jolene K. Livingstone   
Carrie A. Logerfo       
Christina C. Maciag     
Maria Teresa Magro      
Jennifer May Manfredi   
Jill M. Martin          
Barbara Matyjas         



Michelle Ann McEvoy     
Jessica McKenna         
Dana R. Moakley         
Simone Kerry-Ann Morgan 
Sharen Taylor Mouzone   
Nicole Okragly          
Timothy J. O’Neill 
Angel E. Rodriguez Ortiz      
Michael J. Paladino     
Megan Lynn Pannaman     
Stefanie A. Paschall    
Carolyn C. Pierce       
Alexandra Perry Polise  
Giselle Robles          
Safiyah Sadiq           
Alexis Sieradzki        
Ashley B. Smith         
Mareika D. Stevenson    
Rebecca Stierli         
Deborah L. Tarabocchia  
Allison Telep           
Matthew A. Tirino       
Glenn Brian Veltman     
Melissa Vena            
Rebecca Lynne Vigilante 
Mary Walker

SOCIOLOGY       

Viviane Abreu
Michelle Alzate
Maiko Aratake
Dilia Ballester
Cheri Allison Barron 
Carrie A. Bavario
William D. Bierwas 
Shimeka Gereline Blake 
Katherine Lynn Bolkema 
Creasha Bowman 
Alnissa Bradley
Allison Teresa Brezinski 
Gabrielle M. Bruno 

Helet Redway Bursey
Stephanie E. Cangialosi
Michael P. Castiner
Jihad Champion 
Joseph Anthony DellaSala 
Shivani Desai
Raymond James Dugan III
Matthew J. Dumrauf 
Sandra Lynn Elliott
James B. Escher
Mitri E. Fallaha 
Erin Michele Farley
Rolanda D. Fernandes 
Andrea-Lynn Fernandez
Kimberly Ann Ferraro 
Rachele M. Feura 
Sheri L. Francis-Boddie
Virginia Kymberly Glover 
Katie Rose Gubbins 
Tara Nicole Joyner 
Jonathan Robert Kasica 
JoAnn Katsogiannos 
Ceyla Kemiksizgil
Kerry Noelle Kunert
Jeffrey M. Lahm
Matthew Adam Levine
Katie Ann Lynn 
Raymond A. Mackiewicz
Michael Edmund MacRone 
James J. McCabe
Ranee Marie Monteilh 
Kelli Marie Mostyn 
Mayra Munem  
Patrick M. O’Connor
Lauren Kelly O’Donnell 
Garcia Outlaw
Yzel Meliza Ovando 
Anthony Joseph Paruta
Sabrina Petullo-Graziano 
Tracy M. Pitti 
Mario Rivero 

Daryel L. Rivers 
William Richard Roberts
Melanie Laché  Sandy
Nicolas Alexander Santillo
Bernadette Therese Santos
Morgan S. Schiffer 
April Jeanette Schlesinger
Christina Semanko
Michelle Smiley
Jennifer Lynn Smith
Viergina St. Phard
Clemmitt Thornton
Ginamarie VanWinkle
Dana Versfelt
Michelle A. Viola
Joseph Von Weisenstein 
Raymond J. Welsh 
Jeffrey M. Wiatrak 
LaRico D. Williams 
Sheree T. Williams 
Wynter Willis
Adam Robert Wills
Rochelle Cerese Wilson 
Shakia Latay Wyche
 
SPANISH

Vanessa Chao   
Gina L. Hidalgo
Ji Yun Kim     
Mary A. Paulson
Karina M. Torres-Rivas
Jessie Wohlberg

WOMEN’S STUDIES

Amy Marie Bakker  
Megan L. Bellotto 
Courtney L. Boutillier
Jacklyn Marin     
Melissa Violetta Remmich 
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twenty-two

College of sCienCe anD healTh

Bachelor of Arts
MATHEMATICS

James Christopher Benson
Manee M. Brinksma 
Jeffrey J. DiStefano
Megan Dawn Surpless 
Kristin Wolff

Bachelor of Science
BIOLOGY

Joanne S. Avelino
Jennifer M. Benes
Michael Paul Celuch
Pierre Iturrino
David G. Macharia
Sara May Menendez
Michael  A. Pelosi 
Colleen Shanley
Ronald Torres  
Kimberly Verga

BIOTECHNOLOGY

Hockyong E

COMMUNITY HEALTH

Claudia Offreda
                                           
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Mohammed Adawi
Rizwan Ahmed  
Syed Farrukh Ali
Christopher B. Biagiotti
Andy Fernandez
Beatriz M. Salinas-Fortunato

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Todd Kelly

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Kevin R. Brophy
Hamid Shakir Burnett 
Letterio Ciappina
Daniel Lawrence Corrado
Pamela L. Epstein
Jennifer L. Gandolfo 
Tiffany Kim Gehringer
Justin M. Gerardo
Cheryl Ann Lee 
Matthew Hodgson

Jennie Catherine Horwath 
Edwin Juarbe   
Corinne Anne Kelly 
Adam T. Lillia 
Christopher Messina
Patrick Edward Mucha
Amanda K. Parisi 
Lawrence Richard Press 
Natalie C. Roes
Terri Nielsen Shaw 
Jessica Lee Van Hooker 
Michael John Vargas
Anthony Verdi 

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing

NURSING

Kathleen Pirozzi



twenty-three

Donna Ganley         
Mark J. Gibson       
Ariel Gomez          
Jennifer B. Gonzales 
Lidia M. Guadarrama  
Christopher Robert Gutierrez
Priscilla Diana Gutierrez
Matthew Hand         
Melanie Hazim        
Janelle Denise Henderson
Derek J. Jones       
Erik Jon Joseph      
Chavon T. Kearney    
Maria A. Lagonigro   
Jessica Ann Levy     
Allisa Mansfield     
Melissa Ann Mintz    
Chezarie Perez Panyayong 
Anthony Pennant      
Steven J. Puleo      
Crystal Miriel Rosa  
Jasmin C. Sair       
Thomas J. Sartor     
Rebecca St. Louis     
Earl Ricardo Symister

Bachelor of Arts
ART

Mark Abelli
Nayan Rana 
Nancy Violet Wicks
                                        
COMMUNICATION 

Amanda Louise Addotta
Freddy Aguilar       
Madeline Alicea      
Geraldo Badio        
Sebastian Basart     
Jeffrey Stuart Beck  
Erik-John Bilynsky   
Jessica Monique Bracey
Jack Herbert Christal-Gattanella
Alison Ciesla        
Paul M. Colella      
Nicole D. DeSalvo    
Ryan Thomas Dinnebeil
Alex Duarte          
Lavonte A. Dupree    
Katherine Espinosa   
Elizabeth W. Fowler  

Priscilla B. Valentin
Nina M. Vincent      
Melanie S. Williams

MUSIC

Tracy Marie Sapinski

Bachelor of Fine Arts
ART

Vincenzo F. Caruana
Marisa Divak
Arlene Kaczka
Joseph Rothermund, Jr.
Ken Tokunaga

Bachelor of Music
MUSIC

Etan Haziza

SOUND ENGINEERING

Adam Paul Carelli

BaChelor’s Degree reCiPienTs
aUgUsT 2006

College of The arTs anD CommUniCaTion 

Dana Elizabeth Benedict
Christian D. Cajas  
David Chang
Johirul Choudhury
Nadene Antonette Clarke
Ryan Cooper
Scott James D’Aiuto 
Jeffrey S. Devor 
Steven R. Donaldson 
James Drummond
Josyln A. Farrell
Robert Filowitz  
Michael L. Fiorentino  
Edraline Flores  
Kristy Lee Homisak  
Natasha B. Issak 
David T. Keffer  

ChrisTos m. CoTsakos College of BUsiness

Bachelor of Science
ACCOUNTING

John Joseph Connor 
Dawn Marie Delasandro
Emeline Flores
Hershey Goco Rogando 
Erica Maria Rojas  
JoAnn Salgado 
Sylvia Agnieszka Stobinski

BUSINESS  
ADMINISTRATION

Ann Appleby
Donna M. Argentieri-Mugisch
Luciana V. Barbieri 
Jose L. BarrientosEscajadillo

Jennifer Alexa Mercedes
Stephanie R. Merz
Joshua D. Moore  
Taryn Nicole Osenenko  
Konstantinos Pagiazitis
Robert A. Ponzo  
Emlyn Janine Portillo  
Brian Robert Rapp
Daniel N. Sandomenico  
Derek Louis Sausa
Nadia Schwartz
Brad Ryan Smith  
Shaunte L. Sparks

PROFESSIONAL SALES

Moise Flanagan
Rohit Kharawala
                                   



twenty-four

College of eDUCaTion

Bachelor of Arts
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Jamie Allen
Elizabeth DeLuca
Christine Michele Morrow
Jaclyn J. Weibrecht
                 
 
 Bachelor’s Degree Candidates       
 For Certification

EARLY CHILDHOOD  
EDUCATION – P-3

Elizabeth Teterycz-Martinez 

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Stacy A. Bierwas                                           
Jamie Carpenter                                            
Samantha E. DelBen                                         
Georgia F. Elias 
Vanessa Forte 
Mary Ellen Hartung                                         
Jacquelyn Marie Jones 
Rosa Elizabeth Lisitano                                    
Amanda M. Moore 
Lauren Marie Pennetta                                      
Sarah Marie Sless 
Laura Ann Spano                                            
Mary Walker 

SECONDARY EDUCATION

Jennifer Lynn Cifelli                                      
Yulee Kim 
Cristobal Jose Rodriguez                                   
Robert Spina                                               
Jarius Thompson
                                 
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Jamie Allen                                                
Elizabeth DeLuca                                           
Christine Michele Morrow 

College of hUmaniTies anD soCial sCienCes

Bachelor of Arts
AFRICAN, AFRICAN  
AMERICAN, AND  
CARIBBEAN STUDIES

Zakiyyah Jones
Wayne Agin Shareef, Jr.
Tyria L. Stokes
LaToya M. Waddell 
                                
ANTHROPOLOGY

Bridgett Mervin
                                       
ENGLISH

Mariella Acosta
Christine Avgousti
Michael Frizledizzle Axelrod
Alphonso Boyd  
Lyndsay R. Bray
Hana Daghestani
Jason J. Dale  
Katrina A. Davis  
Samantha E. DelBen
Vanessa Forte  
Yulee Kim      
Marianne Longchamp
Jennifer Mikalouskas 
Amanda M. Moore
Lauren Marie Pennetta
Samuel Elias Quinones
Erika Lynn Ruhle  

Lauren B. Scully  
Christienne L. Swinton 
Jarius Thompson
Kathryn H. Weiss  
Hance J. Youmans  
                                 
HISTORY

Brian S. Berson
Matthew Charles Corvo
Georgia F. Elias 
Afonso Fernandes 
Kathryn Ann Gioielli
Marc Hammond   
Pamela S. Hanas
Jose Jimenez   
Bowman James Klein 
Blanca Julissa Ruiz
Joshua D. Sorvino 
                                       
PHILOSOPHY

John Arthur Arney III 
Brian J. Morris       
Theodore Sadiwnyk 
                                           
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Shanae Diana Andrews
Robert Cascone
Nadine Melanie Cawley 
Theresa R. DiBenedetto
Justin Sean Keane 

Christopher Rotondi 
Rafael Enrique Santiago
Wayne Witherspoon 

PSYCHOLOGY

Evelyn Kaminsky Agrusti  
Denise J. Barrera     
Mark Andrew Cabot     
Jamie Carpenter       
Anthony M. Carratura  
Jessica Cohen         
Gladys Collazo        
Nina G. Cupo          
Kimberly DeCosmis     
Lisa M. DeHart        
Eliana DeLaMata       
Jenny A. Echeverry    
Brittany Dianna Fantozzi 
Michael Scott Galdi   
Abigail Leigh Hagopian
Mary Ellen Hartung    
Kirby Janae Henderson 
Bebers Ishak          
Rosa Elizabeth Lisitano  
Jessica R. Lombardi   
Sheri P. Luberto      
Nicole M. Macaluso    
Renee J. Mincey       
Joseph Edward Mosley  
Jessica R. Negit      
Kwame Owusu           



Frozan Qurbanzada     
Jillian Lee Summers 
Farhat Ara Tariq      
Nicole Lauren Webber  
Tyesha Nicole Williams
Elias Benjamin Zwillenberg

SOCIOLOGY

Joshua S. Aikens         
Mellisa S. Berry         
Stacy A. Bierwas         
Prince R. Breeden        
Floyd N. Bronson         

Samanatha Lauren Burns   
Gaudy Colon              
Kristin Elizabeth DeJong 
Jeffrey Fleming          
Connie James             
Cynthia Y. Jones         
Leenisha C. Jones        
Neftaliz Moya            
Jaclyn E. Parker         
Steven Quinones          
Bruce Sierra             
Sarah Marie Sless        
Laura Ann Spano          

Joseph Tasca             
Elizabeth Teterycz-Martinez
Alexis J. Troche         
William H. Ziegenbalg V 

SPANISH

Oscar Merino
Ingrid L. Montoya

WOMEN’S STUDIES

Keriann N. Laurito       
Dennia Matina Rentzis    
Janet Rourke

College of sCienCe anD healTh

Bachelor of Arts
MATHEMATICS

John Chesley Porter

Bachelor of Science
BIOLOGY

Xiao Ji Chen
Edva Ismenor
Corinna Kutlescha
Ross Manning
Nilufer Tarcan
Vida Almasri Zagmot

CHEMISTRY

Dean M. Del Guercio

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Christos Adamopoulos
Sofia Matos
Vrushali B. Mhatre

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Jason D. Ichinco

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Jennifer Lynn Cifelli 
Julie Frisco   
Christopher Lee
Katie Lynn Lord
Michael Migdon 
Cristobal Jose Rodriguez
Matthew T. Shull 
Robert Spina   
Andrea Theiller
Donald Van Allen
Erin N. Walsh  
Brian Douglas Weingart
Natasja Ysambart 

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing

NURSING

Elaine J. Alexander  
Lisa M. Bosco 
Kathleen Mary Buckley
Melanie Fay Craffey  
Janeen Nicole Gabriel
Stephen Joseph Jackson
Jennifer M. Johnson  
Ramon Kapoor
Lindsey M. Lehman 
Shakila Sidonie Lewis
Irina Mandel
Catalina Marin
Rebecca I. Needleman 
Daryl Oclaret 
Cecilia O. Rafael 
Jessica Putnam Ryder 
John Thomas 
Denis J. Tighe, Jr.
Paola M. Urbina

Twenty-five



twenty-six

honors Program graDUaTes

May 2007
BIOPSYCHOLOGY TRACK

Michael Blizzard

COGNITIVE SCIENCE 
TRACK

Sean Gavarny
Colleen Takemoto
Matthew Tirino

HUMANITIES TRACK

Karen Ellis
Ada Grafals
Aurora Rosado

MUSIC TRACK

Shawn Baltazor
Joseph Bergen
Andrew Tait

PERFORMING AND             
LITERARY ARTS TRACK
Rachel Kaplan
Lisa Paitchell
John Penola
Ashley Pettet
Amy Van Druten

SOCIAL SCIENCES TRACK

Samantha Branin
Carol Chu
Christopher Larres
Lindsey Magazzu
Bahar Mansur
Amy Moors

January 2007
COGNITIVE SCIENCE 
TRACK

Alexandra Polise

HUMANITIES TRACK

David Macharia
Dylan McAuliffe

PERFORMING AND  
LITERARY ARTS TRACK

Dena Botbyl



COMMENCEMENT at William Paterson

University is a time of ceremony and pageantry,

portions of which represent traditions dating back to

medieval times.  These notes on the history of the

commencement ceremony are offered in the hope that

they enhance your appreciation and enjoyment of this 

special day.

     WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY traces its 

roots to the city of Paterson, where it was founded in

1855.  For more than a century, training teachers for

New Jersey schools was its exclusive mission.

     In 1951, the University moved to the present

campus in Wayne.  Originally known as Ailsa Farms, 

this 300-acre site was purchased by the state of New 

Jersey in 1948 from the family of Garret A. Hobart, 

twenty-fourth vice president of the United States.

     The original manor house, built in 1877, was the 

weekend retreat and summer residence of the Hobart

family.  Today the building is known as Hobart Manor

and is home of the Office of the President and the 

Office of Institutional Advancement.  Hobart Manor

was designated a national and state landmark in 1976.

     The University changed its name to Paterson State

Teachers College when it relocated from Paterson in

1951.  In 1966, the curriculum was expanded to

include degree offerings other than those leading to a 

teaching career.  In 1971, the institution was renamed

The William Paterson College of New Jersey.  The

change of name honored the man who was the state’s 

first senator, its second governor, and a United States 

Supreme Court Justice appointed by President George 

Washington, and reflected both the institution’s proud 

beginnings in the city that also bears his name and the 

legislative mandate to move from a teachers college to a 

broad-based liberal arts institution.

     In another historic milestone, William Paterson was

awarded university status by the Commission on 

Higher Education in June 1997.

     The University offers thirty-three undergraduate and 

nineteen graduate programs in five colleges: Arts and 

Communication; Christos M. Cotsakos College of Busi-

ness; Education; Humanities and Social Sciences; and 

Science and Health.  Today, it will award 1,831 bachelor’s 

degrees.

CommenCemenT noTes
     The MACE carried by Professor Joan Hartman, a 

senior University faculty member, is used at all academic 

ceremonies.  In medieval times, maces were weapons of 

warfare, but today a mace is “a staff borne by, or carried 

before, a magistrate or other dignitary as an ensign of his 

authority.” It is the emblem and symbol of the presi-

dent’s authority to administer the University. This mace 

was first used in the one hundred fifty-third commence-

ment ceremony in 1987 and was designed and crafted by 

Ming Fay, professor of art.  The top piece, cast of brushed 

aluminum, features a center ball symbolizing universal 

knowledge, surrounded by four curved fins radiating 

outward, representing the University’s community out-

reach.  The bottom portion, made of teak and inlaid with 

faux ivory, was carved with the assistance of Joseph Van 

Putten, an award-winning graduate of the University’s 

Art Department and current assistant professor of art.

     The PROCESSIONAL BANNERS include the class

banner in the University’s colors of orange and black,

which is carried by the senior class officers.  Additional

banners identify the University’s five colleges. They are:

College of the Arts and Communication

Christos M. Cotsakos College of Business

College of Education

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

College of Science and Health

   The ACADEMIC PROCESSION begins with the 

heralding of the trumpeters announcing its arrival.  The 

University marshal carrying the mace leads the pro-

cession, followed by the senior class officers and the 

graduates.  After the graduates have taken their place, 

the University marshal leads the faculty to their places 

and then leads in the president, the board of trustees, 

vice presidents, deans, and other University officials.  

The mace is presented at the center of the stage while 

those processing enter and take their places.  Once the 

mace is placed on the stand, it signals the beginning of 

the ceremony.

     ACADEMIC GOWNS, HOODS and REGALIA

represent more than elegance or colorful attire.

Academic caps and gowns represent a tradition that

reaches far back into the early days of the oldest

universities of the Middle Ages.
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     The early European universities were church-

founded; the students, being clerics, were obliged to

wear prescribed gowns and caps at all times.  Caps and

gowns were once common forms of clothing and were

retained by the clergy when the laity adopted more

modern dress.

     Though some universities here and abroad have

other colors, the usual color for gowns in America is

black.  Bachelor’s degree gowns have pointed sleeves,

master’s degree gowns have oblong sleeves open at the

wrist, and doctoral degree gowns have sleeves that are

bell-shaped.  Also, on doctoral degree gowns, the front

is faced with black velvet with three bars of the same 

across the sleeves, or these bars may be of velvet of

the color distinctive of the faculty or subject to which

the degree pertains.

     Hoods are lined with the official color of the college

or university that conferred the degree.  The velvet

edging color represents the appropriate degree as

follows: bachelor of arts – white; bachelor of fine

arts – light brown; bachelor of music – pink; bachelor

of science – golden yellow.  Mortar boards (caps) are usu-

ally black.

     The gown and hood of the University marshal and

the president were made especially for William Paterson 

University ceremonies in the official colors of orange and 

black.

     The PRESIDENT’S MEDAL worn by President

Arnold Speert was first given in 1978.  It is awarded to

individuals who have made outstanding contributions

of service to the University community, to academe, or

to society as a whole.  The President’s Medal is awarded

periodically to those who have given time, talent, or

funds to the University; to those who have enhanced

cultural, scientific, or artistic awareness in New Jersey;

to those who provide a positive role model in personal

achievement and/or outstanding service to others; and

those who have strengthened higher education locally or 

nationally.

     The AWARDING OF DEGREES at William

Paterson University is accomplished in a twofold

manner.  On behalf of the deans of the five colleges, the

provost first presents the candidates receiving bachelor’s 

degrees. Each student processes to the platform and his 

or her name is read and is presented a diploma cover by 

the dean of his or her respective college.  When all can-

didates have been duly presented, the president of the 

University then formally confers the appropriate degree.  

This is accomplished when he says:

“By the authority vested in me by the Board of Trustees, I 

confer on each of you the degrees you have just earned and for 

which you have been recommended.”

     At this time the senior class officers lead the

graduates in moving their tassels from the right to the 

left side of their mortar boards.

   The ALMA MATER is then sung by a music student.  

The Alma Mater was written for William Paterson

University by Professors Mark Karp and Earl Weidner;

in 1997, new lyrics were added by Professor David

Shapiro.

     The RECESSIONAL of the president, officials, and

faculty is once again led by the University marshal.  The

students recess behind the faculty.  The audience is

requested to remain seated until the recessional is 

concluded.

This program does not constitute the official list of graduates. Official graduation is certified by the transcript of record.
Students who were identified degree candidates as of April 5, 2007, are included in this program.
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