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Bducation should be committed to none but competent hands,

These words were blazoned into the very pattern of New Jersey State-
hood, Had the pioneer settlers of New Jersey thought in terms of edu-
cational slogans, these words might well have been inscribed on their
banners,

To the ploneer settlers of New Jersey, education was a part of
thelir religion, In every part of the Province were scattered schools
under the coutrel of the elergy, competent teachers as well as preach-
ers., Since no state was settled by more diverse nationalities than New
?ersey, in none perhaps dld there develop so many different types of
schools, During the first one hundred years there was little evidence
of educational unity in New Jersey.

The earliest Dubteh settlers were constrained under the conces--
sions of their éharter,‘" in the speediest manner" to endeavor to find
means whereby they might support a minister and a schoolmaster, Tmmed-
lately after settlement,therefore, the Dutch established in connection
with their churches, elementary schools,

The leaders of the English settlers who came to New Jersey from
New England, held an educational poliey which was aristocratic in na-
ture. They sought to establish academlies and colleges , and to extend
the adﬁantages of education to those who could afford to pay for them,

Side by side with the church and pay schools, there developed
"pauper? or "charity schools" which were onen to all who could not af-
ford to pay for education, For these schools it became increasingly

difficult to secure competent teachers. Though the educational efforts
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of the State began with the earliest setilements, we find no trace of



'geﬁeral legislation on behalf of schools throughout the colonial period,

The first general school law was passed in 1329, Ere this, there
were hundreds of children throughout the State who lacked even the rud-
iments of education, It was impossible in many districts to meet the de-
mands of the legislation of 1829, for competenﬁ teachers, for the publiec
schools,were hard to find, Leaders all over the State sousht to aroinse
the public to the pressing need for gqualified teachers, "Friends of Ed-
ucation” met in groups to ursge the establishment of an institution which
would train teachers. They brought in from New England leaders in educa=’
tion,-Horace Mann, Elizabeth Peabody, and others, whose fiery pleas in-
spired their listeners to renewed efforts in behalf of,"an institution
to train teachers®{The State Superintendent of Schools, reading his re-
port for the year 1846,to0 the Legislature said, "The burden of almost
every (district) report is, 'the want of properly dualified teachers.*-~)
We have in our schools some well-informed female teachers,--By the pres-
.end law, it is intended to admit only such teachers as are duly qualified,
leaving the residue, 'the world before them where to choosel"

During the succeeding years, the problem of finding competent teachs:
ers increased, The annual reports from the State Superintendent of Schools
carried one refrain,"The attention of the Legislature is respectfully
but earnestly called to the establishment of a Normal School for the ed-
ﬁoation of teachers," wTo meet the immediate need, Readine Circles were
established. To these Circles came leaders from outside of the State,
"ClTCle”" joined in the zeveral districts of the State to form "Teachers'
Institutesﬁ. In-service training was initiated early in our State. In his
1. Annual Report of T,F, King, State Superintendent of Schools

Read to the Leglslatnre on February 16,1347, »n,6

In Library of New Jersev Historical uOPletV at Newark
2. Annual Report,

State Superintendent of Schools, 1243, o, 15

Librarv,. New Jersev Historical Society; also Trenton

State Library
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annual report to the Senate and General Assembly of the Staté,the State
Superintendent paid tribute to the members of both the cirecles and the
institutes, in these words,"The results that have followed the estab-
lishment of Teachers' Institutes in our State, are most flattering to
the friends of that measure, aiding in the removal of causes opposed to
the progress of our system of free schools, contributing in some degres
to furnish our schools with a class of better qualified teachers,——-w-
'Therefore, the recommendation I shall make will be not so much to change
the present organization of the schools, or to increase the amount of

| appropriation by the State to their Support, as to urge the early adop-
tion of a plgn by which those who are to become teathers of our common
schools, shall receive that training and educstion that will qualify
them for the discharge of arduous and responsible duties. This is to be
effected by 'Normal Schools*.The establishment of a Normal School has
been urgéd strongly upon your attention by the Governor in his message.

"I believe that the time has arrived in the educational history of New
Jersey, when a sehodl should exist for the education of teachers, and

o in agqordance with the duby imposed on me, I respeetfully recomend the
establishment of a Normal School."s‘The message of the Governor to
whieh,the.State Superintendent referred was delivered in these words,
"I regret to say that our educational system is not equal to that of
'many of the states. We have no training schools, --no Normal Schools for
teachers, In view, therefore, of the practical importance of a Normal
School for the education of teachers, and the self-evident necessity
with our ability to make liberal appropriations for that object, I rec-

4
ommend the establishment of =z gchool for the education of teachers,.m”
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5. Annual Report of John H, Phillips, State Superintendent of Schools,
for the year 1854, Legislative Documents, Appendix
to the Journsl of the House,pp,588--530
State Library, Trenton

4, Ibid Governor's Message to Senate and General Assembly,p,l4
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Meanwhile,early in the year 1854, as Friends of Education

-soﬁght to bring about the establishment of a Normal School controlled

by the State, the subject of organizing a local Normal School was

raised. Interested citizens, alert to the problem of finding good

teachers, and aware of the activities of citizens in other cities,

welcomed the idea.Their interest was fired by the enthusiasm of one

Samuel C, Hosford,who came to the city in the spring of 1854, to

-accept the Prineipalship of School Number One, Paterson.

." In July, 1854,the subject of opening a Normal School was
broached in the Joint Committee, by the Superintendent of Schools,
but no formal action was taken, Soon after, ir, Hosford began to con-

vene the teachers, in an informal way,in the West Ward Schoolhouse,
. 5 - .

for conferences, counsel and instruction," Throughout the surmer,

meetings were held to diseuss the opening of a local Normal School.
Speakers from other states, and from other parts of New Jersey were
.brought in. to partieipate in the discussions., However,no formal ac-
-bicn_was takén,-though throughout the summer éffqrts to secure a
su@@iéient number of qualified teachers failed.

hIﬁ his annual report to the State Supgrintendent ofVSchpols,
inlagﬁébgr,-lSS%, Andrew Derrom, éuperiﬁtendent of Sehools in Pater-
gdﬁ ﬁ;ote{"‘l inclose'you the reﬁort of the Public Schools of the_city
Qf‘Patersén;p-This being the first'year that anyﬁhing like a system of
SGhools has béen attempted here,we have not yet got into a perfect or-
ganization,and also labor under a great inconvenience for want of suf-
ficient room,---%ur teachers, or a great majority of‘them are good,

indeed I may say &xcelllent, but yet could be improved in the mode of
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5, Nelson, William, lember of the Board of Education,Patsrson, 1383-71

"An Historical Sketch of Schools in Paterson,”
Found in_, The Annyal Report of the Board of Educa-
tion of Paterson, lew Jersev’for the vear ending

March 20, 1377, D. 49
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__public school teaching. An institute such as a State or Couﬁty Normal

School, where such teachers shall be required to attend a suitable per-

iod to receive the proper instruction, will bé advantageous,"” °
Throughout the winter Frinecipal Hosford continued to hold confer-

ences in the West Ward Schoolhouse. '"These conferences developed into

a Normal School which was formally authorized by the Board of Education

of Paterson, in April 12855,and regularly opened in the new East Ward

Sehool in the eﬁsuing Fall, Tge sessieﬁs were held at first on Wednes-
day evenings, and sefterwards on Saturday mornings.“7So great was the in-
terest in the school that, during the year 1856, the classes were held
Tyen 3:00 a,m, wntil 12 M on Eaﬁurday,in addition to the afternoon
sessions held on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

In.his annual feport for the year 1856--57, John H, Phillips, the
State Superintendent of Schobls, reported that a very successful Teach-
efs' Institute was held in Patersbn. The attendance was far‘beyend what
was expéeted and the spirit of the Institute indicated an educational
awakeniﬁg throughout the county. In that seme year, bthe Town Superintends
ent of Sehools, C.S, Van Wagoner, made the following report to the State
Superintendeﬁt of Sehools for the year 1857-58," We have two male gram-
nar schogls, éne female grammar séhool, five primary schools and one Nor-
mal Schgél, all of whieh are kept open during the year and two evening
, sechools képﬁ open for about five months of the year.---Each teacher in
hour employ haé been examined and licensed by the legal board of examiners,

The period folleowing the report of the Town Superintendent, in

1858, was one of struggle and almost defeatb, for the Normsl School,
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6, Annual Report of The Town Superintendent of Schools to The State
Superintendent,lLegislative Documents, Journal of the
House,1854,p., 725 _
7., Nelson, Wm, Historical Sketeh of Schools in Paterson, in Annual
Report of Board of Education, Paterson,l1877, p.49
8, Anmual Revort of State Superintendent of Schools, 1857. 1»p.180-181
) Contains report of Town Superintendent
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. County Institutes were growing in prestige. teaéhers found it difficult
to teach all day, and then to retura ‘o the Normal School classes in
~the late afternoon and on Saturday.They much preferred the County Insti-
" tutes as a means of in-service training; Baffled by the situation,énd in
an effort to im@rove the services to the teachers, the Board of Eduecation
decided upon a reorganization of the training program.

In February 1857, four classes were formed at the Normal School,
with Mr, Hosford, Mr., De Hart, Mrs. Van Quenandon and Miss Stitt as
teachers, There was little change in the curriculum. The classes were
poorly attended, and the Board found it costly to maintain them,"Because
of the expense, in January, 1858, the number of elasées was reduced to
two. Notwithstanding that direct penalties were ordered by the Board,
such as one dollar fine for eaéh absénce---and even dismissal,-- the
school was not a success,” ®

In 1860, it.was proposed to abolish it, and organize a Teachers'
'AssociatiOn for mutuwal improvement in the profession, This suggestion
‘did not meet with favor, The Board was relﬁctant to confess the school

a failure, and resolved to reorganizé it in three classes, with Messrs,
Hosford and Myers, and Miss Donkersley as teachers. The course of study
was not changed,however,and the Normal School, instead of aiming to
teaeh How to teach, continued to be ,in faect, an elementary school for
teaching the rudimentary branches, It is nbt strange, therefore, that
it ultimately died quietly.”lO

Research has falled to disclose a single source which will reveal
the true status of the Normal School in 1880, There is proof that the
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9. Nelson, William, "An Historical Sketch of Schools in Paterson',

found in the Annual Report of the Board of Education
Paterson,for the year ending IMsreh 20,1877,p,50
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administrators of Passaic County Schools sought to hold to their high
standards for teachers, despite the trying pre-war problems of secur-
ing them,

Tn his Annual Report,1860, F.W.Ricord, State Superintendent of
Scﬁools made the following statement concerning the schools of Passaice
County," This County is a striking example of the advantages attending
‘the appointment of county examiners and visitors, Of the seventy-one
teachers actively employed on the first of October, only five had en-
tered upon their duties without examination and there still is little
or no complaint made there against those engaged in public instruction.
The schools of Paterson are under the charge of a Board of Education,
annually elected., These schools are in a flourishing condition being
provided with teachers who are spoken of in highest bterms," H

~ On December 2, 1861, the State Teachers Association met in the lecs:
ture room of the First Presbyterian Church and ét G@ntinental Hall,
and, despite the rigors of the times, was well attended by the teachers
of the County.The faet that this meeting was held in Paterson seems to
indicate that the 'Spirit of Education' was truly alive in the County,
) That the winter of 1860-81 was one filled with encouragement to
:séhoolmen, as well as with despair, was proved by the lively report
sent to the Board by Willism Swinburne, guperintendent of Schools of
Paterson, "Owing to the extraordinary political agitation of our Nation-
al affairs, and the almost total depression of industrial pursuits,the
authorities Ofkour city were led to conclude that 1t would be impossible
to collect taxes out of which our pubiic sehools were to bes sustained,
and they recommended to the Board of Education to suspend the operation
of our public schoois for one quarter at least.-~-The universal ery was,
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11. “nnual Report of F,¥W, Ricord, State Superintendent of Schools, %o
the Legilslature, for the year 1860, p. 43,
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.”Do not eclose the publiec schools'.Our Board of Education came to the cons.
clusion to ecut off all expenses not absolutely necessary, and to continue
the schools in c>perad;:i_on."lfj
Commenting on the detailed report sent in ffam Paterson, thé State

Superintendent of Schools said,"An event of no ordinary interest marks
the history of the educational condition of this(Passaic) County'dmring
the past year,The Common Council of the City of Patergon, in view of the
imminent disastrous effects of the present unhappy Rebellion upon the- -
manufactufing interests of the Town,recommended ---to close the public
- schoolg--~=-as it would in all probability be impossible to collect the
taxes----,But no sooner had publicity been‘given to this action than the
parents and guardians of the 4000 children attending these schools, as
| well as other patriotic citizens arose in a mass protest against any
sﬁch proceeding.'We can walk our streets in darkness; we can watch our
property at midnight;we can dispense with luxuries and even conveniences
of every kind but our children must not wander about in idleness.--oﬁr
gchools must not be closed---shall not be closed--,We will suffer any-
thing and everything elsé! To the honor of that City the échoolS'were
not closed.--So far as I have been ablé to ascertain, there is not a }
'teacher in the County who has not been regularly examined and licensed."lé

‘ Following the winter of 1861vhardships and heartened by the loyalty
of the citizens to the cause of education, the Board of Educabtion, in
.October 1861, appointed Dr, Ezra Mc Clellan, Superintendent of Schools,

é Committee of One to visit Oswego, New York,and inspect the system of

tobjeet teaching' there in operation,In his Annual Report to the State
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12, Annual Report of F.,W. Ricord, State Superintendent of Schools,1861.
“ppendix to the Journal of the House contains the

report.y,. 133
13, Ibid Pages =H-==-=-=31-3
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with an aecount of the action taken by the Board of Education., The fol-
lowing excerpts from this report will tend to assure one that the cause
~of teacher education was not a iost igsue in Paterson, I quote,“Notwith-
standing the fluctuations and depressions of business consequent on Na-
~tional difficulties, our schools have been kept open the entire year,--
In times past, it was the custom here, as in most cities, to place the
¢lasses of little children under the youngest and most inexperienced
teachers, The pernicious results of this policy have been appreciated,--
?he late'Board,realizing ‘the importance of this subject,and desiring to
improve the condition of our primary schools,sent me to examine into the
system of instruction known as 'object teaching', in operation---Oswego.

Acting favorably on my report, the Boérd introduced the system -- and

engaged an experienced teacher from Oswego ---and organized a'gg;gggz

Teachers' Training Department! under her charge, This department is

connected with one of our Primary schools, which is used as an experi-

mental department.--Pergons desiring to enber bhe class are required to

obtain a teacher's license from the Board of Exeminers, ﬁhese who at-
tend the entire course, practice in the experimental depértment, and
pass a sabisfactory examination are to receive a certificate of grad-
uation as, 'Trained Primary Teachers'!, There are thirteen young ladies
in the present class.Besides this class, the instruction is attended by
a portion of teachers engaged in other schools,.," 1 ’

" In this same report Superintendent Me Clellan ststed, 'The Board

-have also established( reorganized) a Normal School whose sessions are

held on Saturday mornings,and attended by all the teachers in the

public schools of the City. The course of study embraces ---Fhilosophy

of Education;'i‘he Theory of Teaching;and the Study of Methods of Instruc_
15 .

—— .
--————-————————--—-—————————_-—————o———-—-—-——--——————-—-——-——-—n——-———-
-—

14, Annual Report by F.W, Ricord, State Superintendent of Schools,1862
Appendix contains the full report,pp.158-161

15, Ibia - page 161
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In his Annual Report to the State uuperlntendent for the year
1866 the Tewn Superintendent made the following statement,' We have
a Normal School and require the attendance of all teachers for at least
five years( on Saturday morning), or deduct from their salaries the '
same as for absence from their classeg.---We raise a large number of our

teachers,---and promote--- according to their merit in ability to govern,
16~

and scholarship reported from the Normal School.™

In the spring of 1868, by the creation of a Committee to revise
school regulations, the Normel School was 'revived' and, with the High
Séhool was placed under the supervision of a committee appointed for
this purpose.iiew interest in the schdol was deveioped, and a system of
gradlqg was introduced. lVWith a view to making the Normal School really
efficient,the Committee on the Normal School( Messrs, William Nelson,
Jemes M,Baldwin and George E, Glass) directed that the sessions of the
Normal School be held on Saturday of each week, from 9:00 a.m. until
12 M; had the teachers arranged into three classes, A,B,C , aceording
to their standing upon examination; and sppointed three Grammar School
Principals to conduct the exercises.ihe plan proposed bﬁ the Cemmittee
was as folloﬁs:ﬁgéggggé should be wholly occupied in studying works es-
peeially adapted for teachers, and Theory and Practice of Teaching;
Class B, in hastily reviewing the studies usually pursued in the elemen-
téry schools, and a part of the time in studying the Theory of Teaching;

Clags € in thoroughly reviewing the ordinary school studies; all the rec-

itations Egvgg conduqted'with a view to teaching how to teach; and a

e— e

part of each session to a general discussion of modes of imparting in-

16. Annual Report of Wm, Swinburne, Superintendent of Schools, Paterson,
to E,A, Apgar, State Superintendent of Schools
Appendlx, Legisletive Documents, 1866

\ﬂ
Ol

17. Annual Report of Board of Education, Paterson,l1868,
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struction or lectures on topics connected with the profession; a regular

course of studles and a rigid system of examination before promotion

from class to class;finally the awarding of diplomas of graduation to

those completing the prescribed‘course,—the diplomas Eg_?g_regarded as

aqualifying the holder: to occupy a positibﬁ in ﬁﬁe”pﬁblic schools, Aléo,

the adoption‘of a rule that no perséﬁ should bé eﬁbib&éd as a teacher
before attending the'Ebrmal SohoolAthree months, unless able to pass an
'examination‘in the studies prescribed for graduation,The hope of the Com-
mittee is to have g cdurseuggﬁstudy like this pursued after next Septem-

18
ber, (1868).

The following months were months of trial and error, but progress
was made, In September,1869, a written examination was held, and the
three classes were graded and each took a new start.In his Annual Report,
made Mareh 20,1870, the Superintendent of Sogools said, "It was proposed
to graduate the A Class in our Normal School next June,(1871) and to
have that class graduate every year., ---The Conmittee has just secured
the'serv;ces of Dr, Briggs, an eminent elocutionist from New York, to
instrueﬁ‘the sehool for two months. Eis first.lesson was given recently,

and excited a lively interest among the teachers, The objeet is to have

them taught the Correet Principles of Elocuticn,thét they may teach their
‘ pupils how 1o regd nrogerlXe;an art that is too much neglected in common
schools.”l9 N

At the close of the year(l870), a Teachers! Institube was organized
--=-the object being," to secure intellectual improvement and refined social
enjoyment incident thereto." The meetings were held on the first Tuesday
of each month. The following program was arranged for the first meeting:
18, Annual Report Board of Bducation, Paterson , 18692, pp, 19-20

19, Annual Report  Board of Education, Paterson , 1870, p.34
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Mareh,1870
| §e°itati°n -------------- Trowbridgés, "Roger and His Dog"
Iﬁstrumental selection---From: Il Trovatore
Essay on Geology

Music(solo and quartette)"Driven from Home"

Reading-----====-=mmmm=mm "Willis's -Alchemist"
Reading=--=====-=cme-w-—="Whittier's-Angel at Buena Vista"
Music (quartette)----ew—- "Rover's Grave'"

5 F N < L Instrumental

The teachers manifested a deep,interest in the‘Assaciation, and doubt-
less it will do good, --cultivating greater sociability and pride among
them," 20 »

Due,in part,to the activities of the Committee and in part to the
expressed views of the teashers, curriculum revision became an issue
during the year 1870-71, At the close of the year the chairman of the Gén
nittee on Normal School stated,” The hope of the Committee is to have a
course of study like this pursued after next September ( 1871);:

& Class, Algebra and NMental Philosophy, Natural Philosophy, and a
work on the Theory and Practice of Teaching
The Committee have already recommended the introduction of,
Upham's ,Mental Philosophy. and Page's, Theory:and Practice of

Teaching
'Class, reviewing Arithmetic and Grammar and taking up rhysiology and

itd

Algebra half of the year

Class, reviewing Aritometic, urammar, weography

(e

* All of tie exercises in the:kormal Schooi are intbended to e so
=l
gonductced as to iunstruct veachers how to teach,™

ZU. annuali Report Soard of wsducavion, ratersou, “arci z0,L07U,pueild=ié

Gie abLd nages ov~-oé
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At this time there were three teachers in the Normsl School:'

. S.We Rice, A M,=em=m=mm Prineipal
Oregtes M, Brandg-——---—- Assistant
JeWe Van Arsdale-—--=—= Assistant

The Annual Report made by the Superintendent for 1872, is, for this study

a most interesting one, In it is a statement confirming the date of or-

ganizabion of the Normal School. I quote,” This school was organized

gome seventeen years ago, as a volunteer association,the present Superin-

———

tendent qﬁ Schools,Samuel C. Hosford, being the President,.The Board of

Education were soon impressed by the importance of the enterprise and
passed resolutions making it obligatory on the part of teachers to attend.
The instruction is now made up of lectures, class recitations,familisr
exchange of views on subjects of interest to the teachers, all of Which.
is calculated to assist the inexperienced in their wvarious duties,-==
Of late years attendance,as a rule,has been small and little or no in-
terest has been manifested,til% within a few months past, there has
been a change for the be'bter."éz

Since from the origin of the school, Samuel E, Hosford had clesely
followed its history, it was to be expected that as Superintendent of . -
Schools in Paterson, he would lend his energy to the improvement of the
school.in his Annual Report he states elearly his interpretation of the‘
iject af the Normal School:"-to thoroughly familiarize our teachers
with the course of,inétruction they are required to pursue with their
.pupils;to increase their knowledge of the theory and practice of teach-
ing, and of the best methods of discipline and management of a classroom;

23
- to improve standards of scholarship,®

22, Annual Report Board of Education, Paterson, March 23,1872, p., 13

23, 1bid pages 22--30
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That the objectives might be attained by all of the teachers in the
system,Mr, Hosford set up certain rules to guide the teaching body, The
set of rules was adopted on January 7,1872,

Rule l--Sessions

‘ The sessions of the Normal School shall be held in School #1,0n
each Tuesday afternoon during the year, except during the months
of July and August, and holidays.From the first of April to the
firét of November the session shall begin at 4:30 p.,m, and con-
tinue until 6:80 p,m.; from November first until April first
they shall begin atv4:00p.m. and continue until 6:00 p.m. .

Rule 2--Exeminations
There shall be annual examinations to be held on the last Seaturday .
in June, to be conducted by the Committee on Teachers.

Rule 3--Teachers to attend
All teachers employed by thé Board of Education below Principals

of the Grammaf'Schools, and members of the Normal Class of the

-

High Sehool shall gg_required»gg_attend the sessions of the

——

Nprmal.SQhopl.

The Committee on Teachers shall attend the examination of the teach-
eré‘by the Board of Exeminers, and report in writing at the first meet-
ing of the Board hereafter,the results of the exemination and their opin-
~ions in regard to the fitness and qualifications of the candidates: The
_fules set the lengbth of the course of study--to extend over three years,
and outlined the course of gtudy to be followed,

The First Year-C Class

University Arithmetic Theory and Practice of Teaching
Analytical Grammar Guyot's~Common School Geography
24, Annual Report Board of Education, Paterson, for the year ending

March 23,1872, 1pp.23--30



Second Year

University Arithmetio Geometry
Analytical Grammar Physiology
*pAlgebra Theory and Practice of Teaching

*( Algebra to alternate with Geometry)
Third Year Class

*Algebra . Textbook on Teaching
Rhetoric Moral Philosophy
Natural Philosophy Natural Philosophy

Elocution was giveg throughout the Course, No provision was made
for physical education, and the indifference of our times touching the
subject rendéré it d@ﬁbtful if any truly beneficial éesults would follow
in its introdnction.“

ach te&cher shall ve required to deliver every six weexs,pbefore
the whole three ¢lasses, a lecture of not less than fifteen minutes nor
more than @ne-half hour in length, on such topics pertaining to the drill
and the discipline of the classroom as shall be prescribed by the Primei-
pal of such sechool,aided by the"Sunerlntendent and with the adv1ce of the
Committee on the Hormal Sehool, e4 con.

The rules were carefully studied as they applied to the examinabion
of'June,lavz._The course of gtudy was carefully checked during the follow-
‘ing year, for if was not satisfacﬁory. At the close gf the year it was
put into the hands of a Commititee for re#ision, for, the object of our Nor
mai is to teach pupils How to teach, The pupils are supposed to have al-
ready acquired sufficient knowledge to fill the positions they have been
assigned, and are now seeking to learn under skillful teachers How to im-
A part}it. ”hey'are supposed to attend the Normal to acquire the necessary
‘knowledge of the Principles and Methods of Education; the relation of
one branch to another; the relation to mind; and to attain the skill (re-
quired) in the art of teaching.When reorganized, every pupil will be ex-

pected to occupy temporarily the place of the teacher to her classmates

and be subject to their criticismg as well as those of the regular Teacher
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Under the réorganization program, the Normal School became more

truly "Normal", Practice teaching programs were strengbthened, and +the
students were more capable of making adjustments to their classroom
situations; Still, all was not satigfactory as is shown by the following
quotation, The Normal School is doing more effective work than formerly
but still the mpesults are quite unsatisfactory., Some of the regular
'tééohers regard the regulation that they must study as unjust.These, too,
are those who most need the instruction imparted in the Normal School,
and who are doing the poorest kind of work in our schools.On the other
hand, many are manifesting proper interest and devotion to their work;

and are making commendable progress,---.We hope soon to reorganize the

whole .school end make it a thorough training school in the theory and
"g5

practice of teaching. ' ‘
During the following year,1874-75,'cénditions did not improve greatlj

Conditions prevented the Cormittee from working on reorganization, A
fourth class was formed in the Normal School, and four teachers chosen.
The work of instruction was divided among the Principal of the High School
and three male Prineipals of the Grammar Schools,'who met their classes
~in School # 1, on each Tuesday afterncon during the year, except during
the months of July and August and on holidays,
Hormal School Staff

| Staff members *Salary
Principal--Wm, B, Ridenour - $150
Assistant-~Alfred H, Decker 100
Asslistant--Orestes M, Brands 100
_Assistant--Miles T, Corse 100

%

It will be remembered that these shtaff members served for
one afternoon a week, for approximately the length of time
Extension teachers do now,
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‘Though the efforts to bring about improvement were great, the demand
for substitutes also great, and tne work of the classes was much in-
%errugted.

Many causes combined to invest the duties of the Committee on
. Teaching with unusual labor and responsibilities., Chief among these--
--the necessity---for're-exaﬁination of all of those teachers whose
certificates had already or were about to expire. Examinations were
held during fhe summer vacation but the numerous vacancies, promotions,

and transfers occasioned by the recent examinations --resulted in a
"a7

general change of personel
Though their duties were heavy, the Committee on Teachers took

measures for bringing thelﬂbrmal School to a higher degree of effi=
ciency.( They planned to do so ), |

l1st. by requiring a full and regular atbtendance

2nd, by the creation of an additional fourth class

3rd. by revising the list of studies ~

4th, by establishing a system of examlnatlons upon the results of

wnlch--~(shculd) depend the teachers' opportunities for fu-

ture promotions,
" .

* - To obviate the necessity of sending pupils of the High Sehool.,

A Class to act as temporary substitutes for absent teachers in

~the various schools, an additionsl or Normal Class was formed

at the beginning of the Fall term(1875 '), and organized as fol-

lows 1=~
lst. This class shall be known as 'The Normal Class of the

"~ High School and ghall be entirely distinct from the

A Class (Senior) .

end., Any graduate of the public High School may become a

nember of thig class, as also may any person holding
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a certificate of graduation from any other High School or

eminary, subject to the permigsion of the Committee on .

Teachers, and the Superintendent.

drd., Any pupil of this class who may exhibit superior skill in
discipline and in imparting instruction: shall be detailed
to teach in the schools of the City, during the absence of
the regular teacher in case there be a deficiency of regu-
lar substitutes.,

4th, Any pupil whose attendance, exclusive of time employed in
teaching, shall in any month fall below 90% , unless such
absence shall be for satisfactory reason, shall be suspend-
ed from the list of supplies for three months,

5th. The gourse of study shall for its completion require one

year,and recitations Shall be under the manaéement of the
Prineipal of the High School.
6th, Together with a mastery of the subjects taught in the
Grammar School and Primary Departments,---shall be the
acquirement of skill in diseipline---and in the best
- methods of imparting instruetion,
7th, -The course of study shall be as follows:
First bterm: Written Arithmetic, through percentage;

Mental Arithmetic;United States History;
Grammar and Analy51s- Gymnastiecs,

Second term: Written Arithmetic-finished;United States History
finished;Mental Arithmetic-finished;

Geography and map drawing; Phonet103°

Prineiples of Music

-

Dr, Reinhart, Principal of the High School taught
Psychology eg
Miss M, Rode, was in charge of Method
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-In 1876,th2 %teacher shortage was relieved somewhat by the grant-
T 2 9
i~

ing of diplomas ag_graduates of the Vorﬂal uCﬂOOl To thirteen wouen,

o
st

Throughout this period the Mormal School sessions were conbsin-
ued on Tuegdays, In addition to all teachers employed by bthe Board of Tdu

ucation, the nmemwbers of the Hormal Class of the High School were reqdired

to attend,* *** Let us keep in mind that this Normal Class was entirely

separate from the High School, and that it was made up entirely of grad-

aates of High Schools, ***** For these reasgons it is saild by some, that

the Cilby Normal School was the direct desceandant of this MNormal Clags Qr-

the High School mraining Class.

Within the next f1ve vears, two phases of the curriculum for the
preparétion of teachers were emphasized in ©thie Mormal Selhool, nanely,
Phonics and Practice Teaching. In 1880, a big step forward was taken
when the Board of Education made plans to distribute the members of the
Normal Class of the High Sehool, through all the grade schools for ob-
servation. MEmbers,of this ¢lass engaged in some praoctice teaching un-
der the -direction of the Superintsndent of Schools and the several Prin-

cipals of the Elementary Schools, The Normal Class of the High School was
"I

.nqw called,"The Normal Training Department of the High School"”,

In the year 1887, Dr, Jacob A, Reinhart, Principal of the High

School and of The Normal Training Class reported that,"The Normal Train-

ing Class has had the advantage of a course extending over one and one-

" half years,--The work of the last year has been modlfled by the provi-
*o *.(demonstration)

" gsion of more practice ana more illustrative teaohlng."-Bl

About this time there was some talk of geeking State™aid for the
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work of training teachers, In his Annual Report, the City Superintendent
of Schools, C,E,Meleney, expressed his feelings and those of many citi-
zens, in these words," The State has been very liberal toward its one
(State) Normal School, but it cannot train all. Most of its graduates

go to rural distriets,--we have to raise our own money.--Iﬁ would seem
‘that the State should appropriate money for the education of teachers

in eities, as well as in the country districts.ﬁur course is equiva-

lent, if not superior , to the State course, Qur Normal Class is composed

of graduates'gg our High School,while pupils are admitted to the Trenton

- school at g much lower standard. I have communicated with the legislators

“to see if anybthing can be done in this direction,--=By establishiné and
maintaining a State Normal School, New Jersey has acknowledged its ob-
ligation to educate teachers for the §§§§g. This principle has been rec-
ognized by all the states in the Union, and most of them excelling New
Jersey,---Many applications come to us from people outside of the City
for admission to.our school, which we have refused, but which we could

: 32
receive if the State should aid us in this good work." = Thus early did

the Paterson City Normal School seek State aild,

| The work of the Normal School was suspended from September 1887
until Tanuary 1888, because the class had not been provided with room.
It was impossible to provide room in School#6, During this period more
préetice teaching was provided and the class was under instruction,
"The young ladies were obliged to meet twice or three times a week,

" after the dismissal of the gremmar classes at 11:30 a.m. On Jamuary 18,
1888, schools #1% and 15 were ready to receive children from School #6,
One of the Primary rooms was furnished for the Normal Class, The Workr
of the A Class was completed on November 1,1888 instead of in iwne."za

o TS 3

52, Ibid. Page =&

33, Annual Report  Board of Education, Paterson ,March 19,1888, p,12
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A very interesting report wes made by the City Supeiihtendent
at the e¢lose of the year 1890," The Normal Training Class of 1890
‘consists entirely of graduates of our three year High School, there
being only two or three students who are graduates of other High Schools
who were admitted under the rule governing the membership of the class,
As graduates of the Normal Class are granted certificates to teach,by
the Board of Examiners, it becomes necessary to exercise due care in
granting admission to membership, The final examination for graduaies
from our High School ,if successfully passed,is accepted by the Board
of Examiners as evidence of scholarship sufficient to entitle the grad-
uate, on passing the final examinaetion in the subjects of the Normal
Class, to a 'Primary Certificate’, Appointﬁent to positions in the
Primary Department of the schools is made in order of standing deter-
mined by the final examination in the Normal Class,-- The work of the
present year in the Normal Class; has progressed quite as favorably

as in the past.--Although one year is g short time in which to cover

the ameunt of work preseribed, the results shown on the examination of *
' 54 \

the classes are generally quite satisfactory,”
An interesting departure from the traditional program, was made

by the Normal Training Class of 1890.Yor the first time in the hisbory

of the department, the commencement exercises for the class of 1890,

wore held separately from the High School exercises.The graduates as-
gumed the expense of the occasion and the large auditorium of the Divi-

sion Street Reformed Church was engaged., iio more select and appreciative

(N

gudlence ever.assempnled in ohis City tnau that waich greeted the c¢lass,m
34, Annual Report Board of Education, Paterson, 1890, pp. 90-100

55, Ibid Page 56
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Copy of Commencement Program

From Originel

F. Oborski-cemmmm e e Musical Director
Eresentation of Class By Supt. 0,M,Brands,
Invoeation - - e = e = = - J.A,Reinhart, Ph,D,
it .

Wavelets”? @ @ o« =@ = =@ = @ = = = Pinsuti,

Shubert Octette _
Essay-Woman's Worke = = = = « « = - Agnes, Geraldine Kerr,
Recitation, "Going to S6hool'- = - - Ethel L., Meyors,
Chorus,-"The Angel" - = = = - -~ - = 'Rubenstein.
Class
Recitation,"The Teacher's Dream - - Cora E, Hughes,
Essay-In Cloud Land = = = = = = = .~ Nettie Clyde Mac Alister,
"Miner's Wooing", - — = = = = = Fanning,
P Shubert Octette ,
Essay-Only a Boy, - = = - - - - - Edith M, Tuttle,
Violin Selo, = = = = = = = - - r. Josié Sullivan,
Re;itation " Musie of Rappashasnnock"® Annie Ferguson,
Essay, Psyche @ @ = = = = = = = = Laura Van Riper.
Piano Solo-"L'Argentine"— - - « = = E.,Ketterer, Op,21,
’ Minnie M, Demarest:
Essay-"The Teacher's Mission" - - - Helena Tynan,
Chorus-"Morning” = = = = = = = = . Veazie,
_ ‘ Class
Address 0 €lags @ = = = = - = = - Hon, John W, Griggs.

Awarding of Diplomas, ‘
By John Hickman, President of Board of Education--,

Serenade, - - - - - Bishoop,
Shubert Octette

"The soul 1s not a vase Lo be filled, but

a hearth to be made to glow,”

Invitation received by Miss Lucette Rutan



Very early in the year of 1890, bthere was definite aggitation in
ufavor of lengtheniné the course of the Norimal Training Class from one
‘yea? to two years., Established in 1876,the Normal Training Class did
very creditable work in a one-year course, but it was evident that all
of the course requirements could not be met in one year if the periods
of observation and pracvice were extended.The Superintendent of Schools
made this sbateument to the Doard in his Annual Hfessage, "Unless the
~course of training is continued longer than one year,there will not be
. SHTficient'Bime and op@grtunity TO optalin experiehce in diseiplining
and managing a c.’usxss.”(ju

In 1891, aaditional Toom in schopl#6 was approprlated for the
_Nonmal Class, and Mr., Slattery, Frincipal Of School # 1 was appointed
instrudtor of the Class.In the school year 1891-92,a number of gradu-
ates of the previous class (37) were awaiting appcintment.”?akingrinto
~considera;bion the over-production and the fact that a course of one

year was found insufficient for satisfactory study and training in the

theory and practice of teachling, the Commlttee on Teacher° recommended

the lengthenlng of the oourse to two "ears, and thisg recommendatlon

was adopted by uhe Board The revised course of study was adopted in
January,lsgl --Prov1swon has been made in the new course for practice
,téaohiﬁg; the students of the Normal Class being required to_spend a

certain time each day teaching and observing. in the #arious model class-
es in the Citby, said classes to bhe designated ggd other suitable arrange-
mnents made by the Superintendent of Schools,"

- Commenting on the changes made, in his nex?t report, the Super-

intendent said,™ One of the most significant changes made during the nast

36, Annual Report Board of Zducation, Faterson,“arch 20,1891, ».85

37. Annual Report Board of Education, Paterson,l8d2, ». 52
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yeaﬂ has been the reorganizstion of the Normal Training andrﬁbdel School,

—— ae work of the Sehool has been ---re-arranged on an entlrelv new

basis.A thoroughly competent instruector in methods has been secured in

+he person éf a graduate of Oswego Normal School, A practice or m@del

school of five classes , has been associatedlwith the Normal work," %8
When School #17 was opened, the Normal Training amd Model School -

was btransferred to that building. ¥ This eonjoining of the Normal -

of five practice classes representing the work of the kindergarten and

each year's work of the elementary school from the first to the fburth

year was made practicable, This organlzatlon of practloe classes under

the sole contral of the faculty of the Normal School eonstltutessan
' o

egccu in the hlstory of Hormal School instruction in our Clty.

Dr, Willlam J. Slatterg, eapable Principal of School # 17 ,Was
vin charge of both_schcols and under his leadership the Normal School
expanded. As the school district of # 17 also expanded, there was soon
over-crowding. In September 1895, new Scheol # H lrwas opened, The Tor-
mal School was transferred To %he nmeswr Sthonl and 5T, Slattery was
made Prznclpal of the Normal School and of School # 1 p=========-0De
complete organlzatlon. By 1899, additional teachers were assigned to
the Normal School., On February 24,1899, Dr. Slattery subm;tted a plan
for the reorganization of the Normal School, The plan sqggéspeé that
when employing neﬁ teachers, they be chosen because they were capable
‘of perfofming a triple service:(a) that of classroom teacher; (b) that
of éritie»teacher; (c) that of instructor in special branches, Dr, |

Slattery did not live to see his plan unfold., He died on March 13,1899,
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However, Dr, Addison B, Poland, Citby Superintendent 6f Schools
studied carefully the criticisms and suggestions.which had been made by
Dr, Slattery, with a viéw to bringing about needed changes at the Nor-
mal Séhool. He presented to the Commissioners a list of the defects in
the present organization,namely: |

1. Only five rooms are now devoted t0 vractice teaching,---All of
the rooms in the present building( School #l) are scarcely e-
nough to give suffieient opportunity to each pupil-teacher for
practice under a critic teacher,

2, Only oné eritic teaéhér is now'employed to prepare and supervise

 the practice teaching of an entire class of pupil-teachers,
numbering from twelve upﬁard,Every teacher in the bﬁild;ng should
be a competent critic téaéher; in order to supervise efficiently
the practice work of novices,

3. Only primary methods and primary practice teaching are required of
all pupil-teachers in the Normal School. As a result, graduates
are not competent ,as a rule, to undertaké teaching of any‘class
except in the primary grades, Obviously this defect should be rem-

~. edied,. |

4, The orgasnization of the school should provide for an Assistant or
VicefPriﬁéipal,,so that in case of absence of the Principal,
some one familiar with the plans and methods of the school and
competent to take independent charge thereof should be in comﬁand.

. The special subjects,to wit, drawing,music,writing,physical

w

culture, elementary sciende, manual training (if needed),

hould be btaught by a teacher constituting the regular staff. At

[}

present, the Supervisors of Music and Drawing, high salaried . .
officers are required to do whatever work is now attempted.
In order to remedy the foregoing defects, and to provide

for future growth of the school, the Superintendent makes the
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following recommendations:

1.

That the position of Vice or Assistant Prineipal be created,
with full power of the Principal---- during the absence of said
officer-—---- .

That a staff of teachers be chosen capable of performing the

triple service of (a) classroom teacher; (b) eritic teacher; (c)

4.

instruction in branches as required,

That this steff of teachers be selected from the entire teach-
ing corps of the City, since all parts of the City are equally
inteiested in the training of teachers, and since thereby it

will be possibleto secure those better qualified for the triple
service outlinéq.

That‘in the tréﬁsfer of teachers from the Normal Trainingv
School to other séhools, as far as possiblé, there éhail,pe no
loss of saia:y“or rank, The Superintendent is of the opinmion
ﬁhat no teacher now in Sehool #1,not qualified for the diﬁfi;
cult and technical work of a professional training school;will
care to teach thersin if assured that a transfer carries no

loss of pay ,pogition or prestige as a classroom teacher,

In order bo carry out the foregoing recommendations, the Super;

intendé

nt has submitted a proposed list of transfers, with the follow-

ing statement:

1

. That School #1 has never congbtituted any part of the Training

School, but has been wholly distinet therefrom,

2. That no teacher heretofore appointed to #1 has been chosen

Ul

with any reference to fitness as a cribtic, or training teacher.
« That all the schools of the City are interested in being rep-
resented in the Normal School facullty since saild school is a

Trailning School for the whole City.
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4, That the only Special elaim that the teachers of #1 have
is based upon their being permitted to remain indefinitely
in thewvsame school, a right the Commission has never
recognized as being against public policy.

In trying to secure satisfactory teachers to recommend for transfer
to the proposed Braining School, the Superintendent has met with con-
siderable difficulty owing to the fact that he has been unable to offer
increase of salary. The unwillingness on the part of the teachers to
undertake additional work and responsibility without inerease of pay ic
most natural and justifiable, The Su@erintendent is able to report ,howe
ever, that several teachers have éonsente& to transfer,

_ That the Normal Trainigg School‘has done such spiendid work in the
past,despite ity eramped facilities may be attributed to the excellence
of its faculty, consisting in addition to its able and devotéd Princi-
pal, the late Dr, Slattery, of Misgs Mary E. Doyle Hbaderitic Teacher
who has been with the school since 1ts infanecy, and Miss Eliza R, Butler
- Teacher of the Historv and Seience of Educatlcn."él

At the turn of the century, the Normal Tra;ning and Model thqol
Uourse regqgnizéd.vand perforcé'ﬁaé étill to stréss review of the
studies pursued 1n the elemenoary school --. The Principal of the Nor-
mal Sechool ,in 1900, made thls comment on the situation,"It has been
found that the graduates of the ngh School ,however prgflc;ent in the
subjects of the High School, shqw lamentable deficiency in the common
bl‘anChes*———.”48 However, the coﬁditﬁons were improving. The =xtenéion

of the High Scaool course from three years to four yeaws had a whole~

some effect on the Training School, In " Zgptember of 1899, a class of

thirty-seven entered on a second year of work,,,," The course of sbtudy
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ig still in the transitioﬁ stagé but now three quarters of ﬁhe time is
devoted to the Normal ﬁork, combined with observation and in the Prac-
tice department, and Child Study.Few Normal Schools in the country

give as much Hime to aetnal tgaching as is preyided in this course, A
period of thirty weeks is devoted to this work."és

Befo?é the close of l?@l, The Nbrmai Sehool program was well unde:

way. It was soon interrupted; and hampered by coﬁditidns beyond control,
In Februéry,lgoz,a gfeat fire swept the heart of Paterson, destroying the
High School among other City buildings. School #1 which housed the Nor-
mal‘Sehool and Practice School was just two blocks beyond the fire-swept
area, The building had to be shared immgdiétely on a part-time basis,

Ad justments were made as quickly as possible, The Nbrmai Scngql used the
building éuring the meining periOdg the High School during gﬁaAaiﬁérnoqq.
In thé>a£$efnoon both students and staff of the Nor-mal School ééaﬁtexg@
throughoﬁt the City for practice'teaching.lt}Was difficult to measure
the success of the new course of stﬁ&y, under these conditions, Mr,
L.A.qu@enough, Gity_Superintendeﬁt,still deplored the Weéknass in sub-
ject matter ﬁackgiodnd of studeh%é entering the Normal School, and urged
the.CQmmission‘on Pub;ic'lnstruction,“--to mgke ppqvisiqn for students
to rsﬁiew‘the glementa?y subjects before entering ﬁhe Normal School so
thaﬁ ﬁgrﬁal teachers;gould devote their entiré time ,from the beginning
of the course to proper profeSsiogal Work.“éé Throughout these trans;-

_tion years, the quﬁal Sechool suffered through lack of permanent leaders,'
due to the death of‘one teaehef and the marriage of another, and pupils

were absent because of the need for substitutes, At this time,too, the

- Gity of Paterson had five superintendents in the course of seven years.,
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The Normal School itself had outgrown its quarters.In 1904,mr; Jesse
Burks, new Prineipal of the Normal School reported that between 1903
and 1905 the emrollment went up 60%, There was,therefore a great text-
book shortage, and 1t was suggested thal student-teachers might,néed
to purchése fheir oWﬁ books, |

_ Some changes were made immedlately. All Senior students wers
'Wlthdrawn from substltute work , and plgced in practice teaching cen-
ters in the Model School. He arranged ,too, to have all teachers of
‘special meﬁhod beoéme‘supervisorsAof tﬁeirlsubjeots in practiceAraoms.

her plans whlch he had suggested for the comlng year were not car-
rled out for at the end of the year Er. Burks accented a better-pay-
ing pogition @Lt31de ef the qtnte, The problem~ associated with fre-
.quent aamlnlstratlve turn-over dld much to retard the progress of the
School, though each new admxnlstrator breught in new worthy ideas.

It was at ﬁhis point in ‘the develenment of the ﬁormal Schcol
that Paterscn was able to atbract to the Prlnclpalship, br. Frank
Webster Smith, a man of unusual experienoe, personallty ‘traits, and
of broad v131on who was to direct the progress of the School through
almost a quarter of a century. vlth foregight and great courage, Dr.
Smith carried the Normal Sehool to ever hlgher scholastlc levels, In
reportlng to the Snperlntenéent of Clty Scaools at the close of his
ihﬁgﬂ_year of sarv;ce br, Smith said,” The degree of success attalned
-mnst not bllnd us o our handlcaps, which,in brief, may be described
as 1nsufflclept teaehlnﬁ foree to conduct the course of tralnlng and
insufficilent room to accammodate our present numbers,---Two things
are immedisztely necessary:(l) We must have more teachers for the Eor;

45
mal work;(2) We should have larger accommodations for our students,”

45, Anmual Report Report of the FPrincipal of the Normal School,

June 1908,pp,.1L7-119
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In 1910, when School #8284 was opened, it became the new home for the
Normal School and Practice School,

In his Annual Report ,1914, Dr, Smith presented to the Superin-
tendent , the Nprmal Sehool situation," Normal School organization is
changing in this country, A new Normel School is already in sight,dimly

| Qutlined. Changes in the content of the curriculum, in method and in
.principles of teaching are on the way,The Paterson Normal School, true
to its history, is ready to meet them and help them on,"Innovations
were in piogress in Paterson. In 1915, Dr, Walk became a member of the
faculty. He later became the Assistant Principal, in charge of the prac-
‘tice school,#24, Changes in general plans for training were made,Stu-
dents were required,outside of their regular Normal course, 1o refresh
and increase their knowledge of history, geography, language, elementa-
ry science and other studies of the elementary school curriculumn, "Be-
cause of the shifting of this preliminary work from the regulgr course,
--we feel justified in extending the professional elementsy *0
~In the spring of 1918, the Paterson School Survey was made un-

der the supervision of Dr, George D, Strayer of Columbia University.At

the close of the survey, one suggestion made was that,"The citizens of

Paterson should make every effort to have the State adopt the City

Noxmal School,.” His suggestion took root immediately, and no stone of
.effort was left unturned through the years that passed before the State
adopted "Paterson Normal",---~and--(for many years kept it}as a step-
child).

When Dr, Walk resigned to accept the Assistant Directorship
of the Division of Sehool Board Service, in the Bureau of ZEducation,
in Washington, Miss Edith S, Gerlick a member of the Normel School fac-
ulty was made Assistant Principal of the School,
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One of the most broken years in the history of the Normal School
came to a close on June 27,1919, The epldemic of influenze and the short-
age of coal kept the Sohool_clbsed for weeks during the Fall session,It
must be kept in mind that #84 is a City School ,and hence came under the
rulings that spplied to all other schools of the City. Two members of the
faculty died., The need for substitutes was so great that the Senior Class
practice teaching period was entirely interrupted,

In his Annual report for 1920 Dr, Smith said," There is bound to
be a teacher shortage for some time to oome.---Under‘present conditions,
and with the present outlook, there is one aim that should be pushed to
the front. We should make every effort to have the State adopt the Cibty
Normal School'. Anmually he made ﬁhis issue a part of his report to Tren-
ton. Dufing the year,1981l, progress was made boward State recognition.
The Committee of the Board of Education had strong support from persons
prominent educationally in the State, and in at least six other staﬁes,
where the schoolwas favorably known through its activities in the Na-
tional Council of City Normal Schools. The State Conmissioner of Educa-
tion wrote that the City Normal School Course was"unanimously approved
by the State Board of Education", Two steps had been taken toward State

recognition: (1) approval of the course of study;(2) the legislative

enactment of the last session of the Legislature, permitting the State

Board to assume supervision of the School,

While the Legislature of 1921 passed the bill permitting the

State to take over schools like ours, a second bill that would have
provided the State Board of Education with the necessary means Lo #c-
complish the purpose, while not becoming a law, made encouraging prog-

ty

ress, as it passed the House of Assembly umanimously. The City was pre-

<t

ared to make the State an attractive offer: to provide a dbuilding,

.

equipment, and »ractice school without other expense than that required

for running expensses of the Normal School Department. The conswmmation



of the plan that has long been in the minds of friends of the School
seems promising,”47

"After many.-- investigations and conferences the following

"
act was passed by the 1983 session of the State Legislature.
///bhapter 58 (3)
m An Act to establish 'The New Jersey State Norﬁal School at
Paterson',and to provide for the maintenance, support and management
. thereof, B IT IEHNACTED by the Senate and General Agsembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. There shall be established and maintained an additional State
Normal School for the purpose of itraining and educating per-
sons in the science of education and the art of Tteaching by
the name and title of 'The New Jersey 3talte Normal School at
Paterson', The tuition at said school shall be free,

2, Tor the maintenance of the 52310 normal school in accordance
with the provisions of an act entitled'An Act to establish a
thorough and efficient system of free public schools, and to
provide for the maintenance, support and management thereof, !
approved October nineteenth, one thousand nine hundred and
three, ' which sald supplement was approved Mareh twenty-fourth
one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, 'approved March thirty-
first, one thousend, nine:hundred and twenty-one, the sum of
thirty thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary
to be expended by the State Board of Education pursuant to
the provisions of the act in this section recited, which said
appropriation shell be available when included in any annual
appropriation act,

Al

The State Board of IHduecation shall maintain the 'Hew Jerscy

i
-

State Normal School at Paterson' and exercise the same Jjuris=
diction as is now vested in said Board with respect to other

A

normal schools in thig State,



e
o

)
o)
Al
8

4, This act shall take effect on the first day of July,
one thousand, nine hundred and twenty-three,

Approved March 12,1923,
P
v

With the 30th of June,1923, then, the work of the Paterson City Normal

School comes to an end, It has had a long and honorable existence and

e we—t——— S——

has exerted a great influence in the intellectual and cultural devel-

opment of this City and the surrounding territory. Although its work

may end, its influence will continue in the work of 1ts graduates,

and in the splendid traditions it passes on to its successor, 'The
State Normal School at Paterson’

Needless to say bthat there was great rejoicing over the fact

that the long dravm-out battle was won., Letters of congratulation

almost over-taxed the endurance of the clerical force.Much credit was
due to the strenuous efforts of the Prineipal and the Board of Educa-
tion as well as a host of Friends of the City Normal School who
'stood by' when the outcome was so uncertain, On Commencement night
tHe President spoke his gratitude :" So much has been said as to the
State adoption of our City Hormal School in my last reports and in
the préss through recent months ,that I may condense in a word here
-~ and express our warm appreciation of the support and service of
all who participated in bringing about the change,- to the Normal
School Cormittee, and its sble chalrman, a loyal member of our facul-
ty,to the Mayor and Board of Education, bto the Superintendent and his

" Asgistants, bto Paterson members of the Legislature, particularly
Messrs, Smith,Evans, and Williams, interested citizens, and the press,
I wish also to add a hearty personal word for the good will and sup-
poOThL acoorded me,personally, which has madé the yvear a particularly
choice one to me," 49

48,Annual Report Superintendent of Schools, John R, Wilson,1923,p.77

49, Annual Repord Prineipal of the Normal School,l923,p.187
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The Legislature, in the session of 1924 removed the limitations
of appropriation and gave the school sufficient funds to cover all in-
structional expenses, The enrollment for the year showed a large increase
over the City Normal School enrollment.ﬁuring the year 1925, the enrolls -
ment was 350, It was necessary to open a new Practice center, Since new
School #15 was not yet completed, the new center was opened in School #4,

On June 30,1925, Dr, Frank Webster Smith retired from active
public school work, The Board recognized his twenty years of faithful
service by appointing him Prinecipal Emeritus of the Paterson State Nor-
mal School,The resolution reads as follows: " In view of the contribution
Dr. Smith has made to the educational system of New Jersey, and in view
of the long and valuable service he has given to the Paterson Normal

' 37
School~===," ,gaglsd\

\_,/

In September 1925, Dr, Roy Lee Shaffer became the new Pr1n01pa;

s e T

at Paterson, and served as Principal untll December 1955 zIn ‘his Annual

" Report for 1927, Dr, Shaffer said," The School has grown very rapidly
during the year., The State used twelve rooms. In addition,at the end of
each hall partitions have been built which make six (office) rooms,

with some degﬁee of privacy. As more rooms are needed, the grades are
withdrawn and the c¢hildren sent to nelghborlng schools,There are now
thirty-five carefully selected practice teachers."beDurlng the following
yvear.the City supplied sixteen rooms for élassroom and laboratory pun-

- poses; the use of the auditorium , gymnasium, large basement for a caf-
eteria, and office rooms, This is in addition to light,heat,and janitor
service, The State furnished teachers, books,supplies, and instructional
enpenses.(br. Shaffer urged that as soon as possible a new physical plantl/
50, Annual Report Principal of the Normal School +to the State

Commissioner of Education,l1987.p,236
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— pergecured by the State,

Changes were made in the entrance requirements during ths year,

and in the length of the course,Previous to 1229, The general curriculiun

- ]

ren=ring for work in the elementary schools, was two years

"o heach e

in length. Beginning with the entering class of 1929, the course was ex-

tended to three years, The entrance requirements listed below applied to

all six of the State Schools.

1, Certificate of age

2.. Certificate of health

3, Testimonial of character

4, Deeclaration of intention to teach in New Jersey

5. Recommendation from High School Principal

6., Certificate of High School graduation, showing units of work

as prescribed

7. Examinations in English, American History and Civies,Mathematics

8, Psychological test
The General Elementary curriculum was offered in all of the

Schools except Monteclair,

General Elementary Qhree-Year Curriculum

First Year

First Semgéter Per, =Wk, _ Second Semester Per,

-k
English 3 English 3
Speech 2 Speech 2
Library Methods,10 Vk, T Geography 3
Handwriting 10 Wk, 1- ’ Hlstory 3
Seience (Biology) 3 Mathematics 2
Introduction to Tchg. 2 Fine Art 2
History 3 Musie 2
Fine Art 2 Handwriting 1
Music 2 Health & Physical ZEdn, 2
Health & Physical E 2 - zU
20
Second Year

. 10 weeks
Mathematics 3 Children's Literature 3
Reading,Spelline~ *'nin, 3 ’ducatlonal Psychology 3
zZdnesati onai sehology 3 me Feononmics 5
b01ence\General} 3 Problems of Teach, Geog, 3
Industrial Art 8 Yroblems of Teach, Sei, 4
Iusic 1 Husic i B &
Health & Physical Ed, 2 Health & Physical Id. 2

) g0 . 20

: 2 o TN
First Prac,,l0 WK,
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Third Year
10 weeks Per wk, Periods, Wk,

Inglish English Elective
Mathematlcs History Elective

Prin,Teach,-Sch,Man,
Ed, Tests, Measurements
Art Apprec,

Music

Health& Phys,Ed,

Problems, each.Hlst
Gen, Teach,?roblems
ugic

Home Economics
Health & Phys.lid,

ay)
O'I-FG!E\DPOCM (]
.
OO0 T8 DO CA OV CA CR

Second Prac, 10 wk,

The lengbhening of the Elementary curriculum from two to three
years and of the special eurricula from three to four years, made
necessary very careful study of the curricula, Therefore, 1t was de-
cided to call together all of the members of all of the faculties,
of all of the State Lleachers Colleges and State Normal Schools, for
conference and study. The first general conference of the faculties
was held at Montelair on September 9 and 10,1929, ,For the first time
the tremsndous ourricular issues were brought before the entire body.
Coﬁmittees were formed, and "Gurriculum Construction" became a part‘
of the assignment for faculty members,

In 1930, the City of Paterson gave the State a deed to a tract “
of 121,07 acres of land for a new building, About eighty acres were
ievel ground; the remaining acres of mountéin and woodland tg?ritory.
Daring the same year, the %egislature appropriated the sum of $400,000
toward the erection of the new building, but, due to financial difficul-
ties of the depression, the sum was withdrawn in 1931,

Reporting on the achievements of the Paberson State Normal School
during the year of 1930, Dr, Roy L, Shaffer, listed four phases of teach-

er training upon which emphasig had been placed during bhe ysar:

i

' - - . -

(1) complebtion of plans Tor the student gonernment assoéiation (2)addi-

tion of a full~tdme health instructor (3) the authorization to emunloy

3

demongtration teacner ior each grade {(4) the addidtion to the Tacully
_ _ Bl
of 2 person Lo rollow-up tie work o recent graduaies, v

- e ok ek . by ooy e AA& T Ty & G Am T3 Fe B 13 T SN PR Swe A4 v G W it b A % MeE L3 iR e ek rd b Y

51, Zducabtlon Bulletin Deceuber, 1901, VoL, xvill,do.4, DD, 24L-340
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fearly , in his annual report, ur, Bhaffer urged that," as soon
as financial conditions of the State will permit, a wsormal school be
pulit oil Tie ouate“pwned wi?:.;e reporved a.so uil UeVeLODLeus usuling
to Iurther inriuence itue services O Tie Normal behool vo the arvea,
and Lo students surollea.rirgt,on the aLli-0ay coiierence Neld on NOoveiim
per 9,iwdl, 10T resent grawuales wio were Tiea veavaing,This innovation
‘made it possible for beginning teachers to diécuss their problems, and
to have contacts with individual faculty members.Second, on the bill
passed by the Legislature( Chap,l27 of the School Laws of the Session
of 1932} which gave authority bto the Normal Schools and Teachers Colleges
to charge fees for IExtension and Summer School courses, in order to make
the courses self-gsupporting., Two obther bills passed. One permitited the
Normal Schools and Teachers Colleges to charge students for text books,
and supplies and to charge incidental fees,*he other required a minimum
tuition fee of $50 per annum for students, (Chap 217, School Laws,1932),
Another ghange,wbich affected the enrollment , was reported by
ir, E,¥, Bunce, State Supervisor of Teacher Training, on dJune 30,1933,
This was the regulation which abolished the enrollment of mid-year o
entering classes, In commenting on the change, Mr, Bunce sald,”™ Although
this procedure may be accompenied by a slight reduction in the enroll<
ment, 1t should result in economies and in more efficient instruction.“ 5

‘At the tlmeJclasses were large and there was an oversupply of teachers,

ﬂ””y’ In Hovember 1955

) bose 0

ship at Jersey 1ty otate Normal School., The vasancy at Paterson was

Dr. Shaffer was transferred to the Principal-

£illed temporarily by sr, Bunce, who served as Acting-Principal while

carrying on his duties as State Supervisor of Teacher Training, During
that winter raterson Normal faced hours of great uncertainty. Comment-
ing on the situation, in April, 1934, sr, Bunce said," No one knows, of
course, just what may happen to this institution of higher learning.in
the lmmediate future, There seems to be a distinet feeling on the part

of the cibizens of the FPaterson Area, tha®t some institution of higher

—-——.—-—---.......-.—._—.—.—-._—-.—.—.—..——-um—-_u—.n—q—-.-.—-—~.‘.-..-—.—..-....-‘-—.-..-.._......-.....—-—-..————--—..--——-.—.—4—.—...
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learning is necessary in raterson,--in this part of the State,” ‘he c¢cit-
izens had in mind the Hormal School, The State was at that time consider-
ing several plans for Praterson,

In October,1934, the rassaic County Junior College was organized
at raterson. It was not to take the place of the normal School,but was
under the program set up by the Emergency Relief Ad@inistration to pro-
vide an opportunity for higher education for those graduates of the High
Schools of the area, who,because of economic conditions were unable to
continue ﬁheir education, or to find employment," To insure the-highest
gstandards and the richest results educationally, the State Supervisory
Board chose Dr, Robert H, Morrison for its exeéutive officer,

The E,R,A, Junior Colleges in New Jersey provided also, an

opportunity to Workbfor unemployed teachers, whose economic stabus was
such that they were in urgent need of help, At the time unemployment a-
mong teachers was acute. This condition was in part a result of efforts
of commmunities to curtall eosts by inereasing class size,Thén,too, be-
cause of general unemployment conditions many unemployed professional
workers from fields other bthan teaching, completed requirements for _
téaching and, having secured Teachers' certificates ,secured positions.sa
At Paterson, most of the insbtructors under the E,R,A, program became
eventually , regular instructors under the State Teacher Edueation pro-
- gram in one of the Training Schools. Despite crowded conditions <-plans
carried out successfully.

On July 14,1934 the State Board of Education provided that all

courses for the training of elementary teachers, and teachers in special

fields, should be four years in length,"All schools ,with the exception

of Paterson offered courses to cover a Four-year working program Tor the
vear 1934-35, so that students who completed these courses would be el-
igible to Teceive the degree of Bachelor of Science in Education at the

e e i e e e e e n e o o o

1933-35, p.l
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June commencement,l935,"
Dr, Elliott,5tate Commissioner of Education , also reported
on the Experimental program which had been worked out for Paterson,
The program was inaugurated in ﬁhe Fall of 1936, It was offered in ad-
dition to the regular State program for the preparation of teachers for
the elementary grades.Under this program greater stress was laid on the
foundation subjects during the first two years , than under the regular
program and no professionalized courses were given during these years,
The last two years were devoted to professional courses, Cirecumstances
made it impossible to try out the course over long enough period to
check its real value, "delaying the selection of candidates for teaching,
. Both the Junior College program and the Experimental program
were worked out under the careful supervision of Dr, Morrison, who was
appointed Principal at Paterson in September ,1935, With dymamic power,
Dr, Morrison bent every effort to the administration of é three-way pro-
‘gram so effectively that each was geared to a higher level of achievement
despite the crowded conditions found. Before Dr., Morrison could witness
the full extent of the outcomes of his labors,he was promoted to the po-
sition of Assigtant Commissioner in Charge of Higher Education, Heavy as
were hils responsibilities in this new position, Dr, Morrison was able to
keep in close touch with the program unfolding aﬁ Paterson, and to lend
a guiding hand , when the way was rough.

On August 1,1937, Dr, Clair S, Wightmen, a member of the faculty
at Paterson , was made President of the College,( In April,1937, the name
of the institution was changed %o, ' The State Teachers College). From
the outset Dr, Wightman was faced with the War-time conditions which

54, Annual feport Dr, Charles H, Elliott, Commissioner of Iducation,

June 30,1936, p.47
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§eriously affected the teacher -training programs of the State, Two
changes in these programs were made by the State Board of Education, in
an effort to relieve the teacher shortage which resulted from the draft-
of many in-service teachers as well as those preparing for teacher servic
(i). The Commissioner of Education, with the approval of the State Board
certified College Seniors before graduation,

\&)e e Accelerated program was initiated.

The College calendars provided a program of studies for two semes-
ters of 18 weeks each, for 4 years., In January, 1942, the Commissioner of

- Education recommended, and the State Board approved,an Accelerated pro-

gram, a plan for organizing classes for a period of 48 weeks each year,
rathe: than for 36 weeks, By means of this arrangement, graduation was
accelerated one full calendar year for students entering as Ireshmen,
without reducing the number of weeks of study, This was made po&sible by
attendance at three twelve-week summer sessions and three regular academ-
ic years. Under this program-~ , the standards for graduation were not
lowered. Indeed, only the icademically"strong" student could successful-

1y complete the program, ‘the Accelerated program did not interrupnt the

regular academic progran,
(3), Certain curricular modifications had to be made,
In order to adjust the instruection to war needs, several modifica-
tions were introduced into the curricula of the Teachers Colleges:
a. The Official Red Cross First 4id Course was taught as a part of
the regular course in health education.
b, fadio was emphasized in physics courses,

.

¢c. A wnit in nutrition was included in the required program in

personal health problens,

All students preparing to teach in the elementary grades were

—

jo)
.

regulred to study a course dealling with Latin American Geogravhy,
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e, An elective course, " A Cultural and Economic Sﬁrvey of the
Americas" was made svallable,

£. All courses in pPhysical Education were modified and length-
ened,

g+ Seventesn courses in Aeronsutics , mathematics, and sciences
especially planned to help in- service teachers adjust their
instruction were offered,

h, Summer school sessions were held in all six State Teachers

. | Colleges.,

(4)e In addition, special courses for in-service educational workers
were offered, Artisans were prepared for certification to teach
JAindustrial arts." >

-~-—-- Por the second consecutive summer,the Division of Teacher Educatbic

lin the State, sponsored an institute in Camping Education at
National Camp, Lake Mashipacong, in Sussex County. Students from
all six State Teachers Colleges participated, as did Panzer Colleg
Passing the peak of war-time needs certain changes were made in
the ocurricula offered at Paterson. On April 9,1943, The State Board of

Education authorized the Paterson State Teachers College to offer curric-

ula for the preparation of teachers for kindergariten-primary levels and

for business subjects in the High School. These curriculas are in addition

to the regular four-year general elementary'curriculum. During the same

year, September,l1943, the State Board of Education approved a plan where-

by certain New Jersey Student nurses might receive part of their train-
ing in the State Teachers Colleges, Paterson was authorized to offer
this program. Students from the Paterson General Hospital, from Barnert

Sospital and from Passaic General Hospital participsted in this programn,

55, “Annual Report Dr, John H, Bosshart, Commissioner of Hducatbtion,

June 30,1943, »np, 44-45;45; 51,
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Toward the end of the year,1944-45, veterans were beginning to
: feturn in large numbers, The teachers colleges were pledged to adjust
their programs to meet individual needs and to givg credit wherever
possible for war-service educational attainments.” ° The situation at
Paterson was perhaps one of the hardest in which to make room for those
who returned, Day and Extension Claéses ran through until six-fifteen
vp,m., and these classes were large,More grades of the practice department
were moved to other gchools, nearby,-but there was a orying need for room
‘Despite the heavy teaching loads, faculbty members assumed new
duties.” The State Teachers Colleges at Glassboro, Paterson and Trenton,
are beginning the development of child-guidance clinics,-—and as funds
are mgde a#ailable, fhese clinics will be expanded“?6Was the report
‘made by the Commissioner of Education, concerning the new program,Ab
Paterson the Reading Clinic was placed in charge of Dr, Mark Karp, and
has now gained an important place in the services rendered to schools
of the College service area, ‘
| Throughout the last five years the burden of every report was,
"the shortage of teachers™, In his annual report for 1946,the Commis-
sioner of Edueation said," The shortage of qualified teachers --(is)
more acute than at any ﬁime during the past ten years,"” and in 1947,
" -5the teacher sho:tage will continue to grow worse." The State sought
teachers among those persons who had been certified for a degree by the
liberal arts bolleges, but who had no certificate to teach, By the
granting of temporary certification it .was possible to place a number
of thege college graduates in teaching positions, All who were so placed
were required to attend the teachers colleges Lo take specified courses
in education, to maintain temporary certification. The burden of eval-

~uation of the work of each applicant placed tremendous responsibility

on the one in charge of Extension work, In Paterson, M, Matelelson

C

56, Annual Report Dr, John H, Bosshart, Yommissioner of Education,

June, 1945ppp. 29331
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devoted long hours to such evaluations during the evening aﬁd late
afternoon appointment periods., The increase in numbers of classes and
class size was almost beyond the accommodations provided at Paterson,
Had it not been for the fine work-spirit of the faculty at Paterson,
it would not have possible to "carry on",

Though at times dreams of a new building seemed aboubt to be
realized, one condition or another dashed the hopes of all,once more,
At long last, in 1948, the State acquired The Hobart BEstate, just out-
side of Paterson as a site for a new bullding. It is an estate of 220
acres, of woodland,backed by rolling hills, with some areas of level
land. Nature gave %o thé site the most beautiful of all areas now
devoted to teachers colleges within the State, On the \site is the
Manor House,home of the late Vice-President of the United States, and
two large buildings , all of which could be used temporarily for
College purposes, The former Manor House is now termed,"The Adminis-
tration Bﬁilding. In it are housed the library,and several classrooms,
in addition to the General Offices and Office of the President. Here,
too; are the offices of the Guidance and Flacement Departments,as well
as that associated with the Practice Department. All of these offices ,
including that of the Secretary of the Part-Time Division , are loca-
ted on the main floor of the Administration Building. |

One of the other buildings , now houses the Cafeteria on the
main floor and staff offices on the second floor, At the present this
building is being remodeled, A large addition has been added To the
Cafeteria, and wlll soon be ready for use, The othér building which
was on the estate has been equipped =8 2 gtudent reoreation center,

: Wy i t)?ﬁ
On October 18,1951, a dream came true, The corner stone was

—— . . -
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was laid, and the first new unit for the New Jersey State Teachers Colle.
- at Paterson, was dedicated. ?he building was dedicated to the memofy of
one who gave years of his time and energy to the educational service of
his State. Tribute was paid to him by Dr, John H, Bosshart, Commissioner
of Education. The Dedication Credo was written by Dr. Robert H, Morrison,
Assisstant Commissioner for Higher Education.'The Credo was Tread.by

Dr, Morrisson, as the‘group assembled read the responses. The chernqr
of New Jersey, Alfred E, Driscoll gave the address., The College Quartet

rendered the selection,"Faith of Our Fathers”,

44

Our Normal we here to thy jubilee throng
And with blessings surrender thee ofer
By these festival rights from the age that is past,
To the age that is walting before
0 Leader inspiring to Teachers-to-be,
We will long keep thy memory warmn,
First guide of our teaching days, star of our hopes
Calm rising through change and through storm,"
"Pioneer" and "Paterson" are words almost synonymous in the
educational history of New Jersey. In the days just ahead a new work
‘progranlwill take both staff and students of the College into new
fields., New}buildings,now rising, will provide the room so long need-

ed for the ever-expanding program at Paterson,

" State, we pledge ourselves to you,
Thankful we each day Trenew
At your fountains, crystal clear,
'Ehought and action and good cheer,
Ever great our college dear,

Bver great our college dear,"
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