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Hell froze over..at
least according to Norma -
‘Murphy’s mortarboard dur-
“ing William Paterson
University’s winter com-
mencement ceremony on
January 27.

Murphy, 64, graduat-
“ed with a bachelor’s degree

of attending college off and

. on. 'Murphy celebrated her

- 65th birthday the day after
her graduation.

Nearly 500 students
attended the 174th com-
mencement-at the universi-

-ty which honored students

requirements in August and
December. Overail, 800 stu-
-dents graduated of which
693 received bachelor’s
degrees and 107 received
masters degrees.

The graduation cere-
many began with the tradl-
tional Pomp &
Circumstance, followed by
the America the Beautiful,

in accounting after 23 years-

: Photo by Momque L. Lnonett:, Courtesy of the Herald and News
‘Congratulations--Graduates celebrate during January’s
commencement ceremony at the Rec Center _

Graduates receive degrees and
pra1se at wmter commencement

‘new addition to the ceremo-

o ny tradition.

The commencement
speaker was Dr. Robert
Chandross, the Visiting

~ Distinguished Scholar at

William Paterson University
during the year 2001-2002.
Chandross spoke of the

University’s slogan "Making

a Difference”, and encour-.

“aged the graduates to
_acknowledge those who

influenced their lives.
*Clearly, you the

graduates have made a dif- -

ference to your families and
friends, as they have to-
you,” said Chandross. “So,
I would ask you as gradu-

. . ates first of ali to stand and-
who completed their degree. -

applaud those who have

. made a difference for you,

“Each of today's

graduates and your families :

have many reasons to be
proud of the-hard work that

" has enabled yau to achiéve

the accomplishments that
are being recognized at this’

scommencement,”

- _Many graduates, .
' SEE GRAD, PAGE 2
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Rothman threatens sult

against WPU over ZBT

| By Dan Diaz

Staff Writer

David Rothman, father of

William Paterson University stu-
dent Jeffrey Rothman who died
during spring break last March -
in Myrtle Beach, S.C,, has
threatened to sue the university

if It doesn’t suspend the Zeta

Beta Tau (ZBT) fraternity and

" apologize to the family for its

pain and suffering.
o A civil suit brought by
Rothman against three of the

~ fraternity brothers was settled
it October whent they pleaded

guilty to failing to adhere to a

“state statute that required them

to gain permission from the

. family to raise money for the

scholarship fund.
The men-Glenn Felson,
Michael O'Hare and Brain

‘Russo-were ordered to pay

$240, the amount they claimed

to have raised. Orlglnally the
fraternity was accused by -
Rothman and the Jeffrey
Rothman Scholarship Fund, set |
up by the Rothmans in thelr
son’s memory, of purposely

- retaining money that was raised
by ZBT under false pretenses. -
- that it wouid be given to the

fund,
Now Rothman claims

‘that the court-ordered payment

hasn't been made.

“Not one cent has ever
been turned over to the Jeffrey
Rothman Memorial Scholarship -
Fund by the Zeta Beta Tau fra-

‘ternity,” Rothman said in an e-

mail sent to members of the -
local media, as well as William
Paterson University President
Arnold Speert and Provost
Chernoh Sesay. “And this is

‘after four days of fund-raising
- on campus and one day off

SEE ROTHMAN, PAGE 7

| W1111am Paterson to lose more

than $2.8 mllhon in state fundmg

By Jill Sanders and
Armando Triana

- Staff Writers

Students may face Iarger c!asses, faculty members may ‘
travel to fewer conferences, and some of the 39 positions open at
William Paterson could go unfilled as the school deals with the loss
of more than $2.8 million in state funding because of New Jersey’s

budget deficit.,

“1'm hopeful we can do things so students don’t know there
are cuts,” said President Armold Speert. -
_ Speert could not comment on whether tuition will increase
for the fall 2002 and spring 2003 semesters and said the
University was still studying the issue. However, he said he hopes

- the cuts will not affect the students and does not want to pnce the

University outside the scope of students. .
According to the president, the University may hold off on

- filling some of the 39 available positions at the institution, which -

includes five administrative and profess:onal openlngs and 30 fac-

ulty positions.

- Another way to make up the loss in funds'is to reduce the
number of classes being held, he said, therefore lncreasmg class

size, and cut travel.

On meetlngs held January 22, Gov. James E, McGreevey

SEE BUDGET PAGE 2
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- called on the state’s four-year
colleges and umvers:tles to
reduce ‘
their budgets by ﬁve percent to

. prepare for a cut in state -

funds. The cutis to prepare

for the states $2.4 billion rev- -

- enue shortfall for the ﬂscal year

2002, ‘ :

) The New Jersey state

budget set aside $1.2 billion

dollars for the state’s four-year

schools. A five percent cut is a

loss of $65 million for the cur-

rent fiscal year that ends June

30. _

' Rashad Davis, president
of the Student Government

_Association, wasn't aware of

‘the cuts but noted that =~
McGreevey hadn’t been in-

-office long when they were

© made.

*I was surpnsed by hIS
.actions since he has only been
in office for a week-and-a-half, -
and was supposed to be a can-
didate more supportive of hlgh—
er education,” said Davis.

- "I think that the
- University and President Speert
- are'very serious in placing
-these cuts: without letting stu-
dents know that there’s been
. any, “ said Davis, agreeing wnth
~Speert's ideas.

C Since a change in tuutlon
~ for-the current semester is not

. possible, William Paterson must
- find other ways to make up the

42,858,000 loss of state~appro-
priated funding. -
. Dr. Jess Boronico, dean
of the Cotsakos College of

Business; said the five percent -
cuts “will not have an impact

“[on the new building.]” :

; " “The cuts will mostly be
administrative,” said Boronico.

. The new business build-
mg, which has vet to be
named, it scheduled to open

July 21. .Speert also.said the

. development of the new build-

2002,

- commute to save money,” said

. to leave one of these semes-
-ters.” '

_can weather the cuts.

'-range look at what we're -

- to see that continue.”

“ing would not be affected

because funds have already
been allotted specnflcaliy for the
project; however, the cuts raise-

concerns about stafﬁng there.

_ Yasmine Young, a soph-
omore resident at William
Paterson, has concerns about a

‘potential increase in class size.
“Students learn better in

a small environment. It's
ridiculous to place more stu-
dents in a class. Classes are
already c¢rowded,” said Young..
Things may get worse

for William Paterson and other
state schools as McGreevey:
suggests that the revenue

‘shortfall for the fiscal year -

. 2003 may double to $5 billion.
The university will prepare for .
~ the 2003 shortfall in theory this

year, said Speert. He said that
the institution is not preparing
for another cut in state fund- -
ing, but neither is it expecting

- an increase in funds.

“It would be tragic if
funding gets. cut and students
and their families are not able

" to afford higher education,”
said Davis. “{I fear] that peopie

aren‘t going to he able to
afford to go here.”

Young worries that the
University may lose student

" residents if tuition does

mcrease if the fsscal year

The Pmneer 7“ mes Page 2

“I'm going to have to
Yourg. I can’t take out more
Joans. Tll have no choice but

_ Speert is optjmistic, '
however, that William Paterson

“We will take a long

doing,” said Speert. “We're in
an upward movement. I want

PT photo by Gina Moffitt

Enjoying

the weather

A happy trio

. enjoys last month’s
unseasonably warm
weather. The second
week of the spring
semester yielded
temperatures in the
60s and students all
over campus too
advantage of the
warm weather,

- GRAD, FROM PAGE 1 '

family member.s, and frie'nds
- shed tears expressing a-wide

range .of emotions...happy, sad, ,

- pnde, relief...happy that they
aré finished, sad about what
they may be leaving behind;

“and: pnde in their accompllsh- '
‘ments. - :

' All emotions are rolled
into one,” said Michaela Bailey, -

~ a graduate with a degree in

- sociology.- ™I accomplished a

© . lot. I'm relieved and very

excited, but nervous about the

" real world ” ‘

'  For some, graduatlon is

~ a beginning and an end in their

. life.. Ed Choate, a graduate '
_from the history' and education

. school...

. departments, isn’t sure that

“he's ready to leave the _
but he knows it's time.
“Graduation, to ine,
means the closing of one part
of my life and the openmg of
another,” said Choate.
Angela Sarrica, pres:-

" dent of the class of 2001,

~offered kind words in her
speech to the class, acknowi- -
edging the personal growth of
- the graduates and her confi-
“ dence in their endeavors.
“We've come a long say
smce ‘we were freshmen,” said

Sarrica. - “Set your mind to it

.and achieve and succeed in the
world around us”.

Several graduates meén-
tioned how proud their family’s

are, especially since they are
the first ones in their family to
graduate. Michael Thomas
Adams is one such student,
according to his mother.

~ "I'm very proud of my
son,” she said. “It was tough to

see him through, to make sure .

he stayed on track. I know I'm
gonna cry, just as his father did

- when 'we dropped him off |n his-
- freshman year”.

Michele Bakker was very

| nervous. Graduation is the end

of a period in her life and its

. really happy, but really sad.

She said: that she still has yet
to clean. out her book bag and
is scared because she knows
that she has to grow up.

- As Bakker's mother

helped her adjust her mortar-
board, the student began to
cry.

“I'm very proud of my
daughter,” said Bakker’s moth-
er. "But this graduation means

.that she’s not my baby any-

more.” !

The commencement is a
tradition...a tradition that
President Arnold Speert looks
forward to.

*In two short hours, we
get the chance to celebrate

. your success,” said Speert; in

his comments to the class.
“Recognize how wonder- .
ful you are and how much
potential you have, and how
much you will be able to
accomplish.” ‘






" you know?
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Ploneer Commental’y' *

J an. graduatlon should be
Just as festive as May S

_ On January 27, 800 of your feﬂow William Paterson stu-
dents graduated WIth their bachelor’s and master’s degrees Dld

: In May, the whole campus is abuzz with the ant|c1patton of
graduation. The exams are a little easier to take. That last class

- goes by a little faster. Everything iooks greener, smells
‘cleaner...is just all-around better. It's the perfect-the traditional- .
time to leave the university with pomp and circumstance, to
show all of you family and friends (not to mention hundreds of .

- frenzied strangers) that you have accomphshed something great,

‘So what is it like to graduate in Janlary? It's dark and

cold, as January tends to be. A new semester is starting, brmglng

' W|th it not attitudes of hope and wonderment, but dread and -

. anxiety. Students are embroiled in thoughts -
IEDITORIAL about the unknown amount of work that may be

waiting in Monday morning’s class. There’s no

vacation comlng, no end to exams, no days of laughter and free-
dom. Instead there are only months of lectures, research and

" projects due. No wonder graduating students in January don’t
receive the attention that those in May do!
But should those who don’t foliow the traditional path be :

‘subjected to less community festnvuty than those who stay on the-
beaten path? No way! Our campus is almost by definition non-
traditional. The public perception of achieving a college degree in

" four years. is almost an impossibility at William Paterson, unless
you are willing to load up on credrts each semester and give up

your summers.

The majority of the students on campus commute; living

- lives far and away from that of traditiona! on- campus students.
We have a lot of students working for their first degree after hav-
ing children, grandchildren or divorcing a spouse. We have ‘stu- -
dents working for their second and third degrees to expand their
scope of knowledge and experience. Qur campus is so full of
dlvers:ty that the admmlstratlon found it necessary to hold two

Enough excuses take respon51b111ty for actlons

o ByKarenOGara o
" Staff Writer |

_ “George said hlS father,
do you know who killed that
beautiful little cherry-tree yon-
der in the garden?” “I can’t tell

- alie, Pa; you know.I can't tell a
fie. Idid cut it with my hatch-

t »”
. Most of us are‘famlhar
.with the old tale of George
Washlngton and the cherry
tree. It has since been dis-
proved as truth, but it probably
still lingers in. the classrooms of
[COMMENTARY ]most ele-
mentary
schools.. The myth was invent-
~ed by Mason Locke Wees.ina .
blography of Washington that

- was published directly after his

" death. It telis more about
.America’s views of morality
. than it does about Washington.
- himself, It embodied an 18th
~ century ideal of honesty and
responsibility. .
' ‘Americans’ ideals of
honesty have since fallen to the

wayside. Today, all you need is

money and a good defense .

-lawyer and you don't have to

be responsible for even. the
most heinous crime.
I have a nephew who

blames the sun for being in his

eyes every time he strikes out
at the plate-an innocent enough
way of shifting the blame from
himself, This however should
not-apply to crime.

But why do I have to

“watch the news and listen to
some lawyer ramble on and on
about how his client is innocent .

because he or she suffered

“fromga sort of momentary lapse

in judgment due to some

. unseen force?

- In the latest case of “the
devnl made me do it,” Andrea
Yates stands accused of killing
her five children. According to-

 her own confession, she did it. -
. One by one she held them

underwater in their own bath-
tub. The crime shocked the
nation. What happened next
shocked me.

o Photo by Momque L. Llonettl, Courtesy of ‘che Herald and News .

graduatlons a year That should be celebrated.
We should keep the January graduation ceremony. Many

. students want to graduate as soon as possible and start new lives'
© away from schdol. The January graduation give those students

another option beside waiting until May to graduate.-But this =

. tampus needs to make a concerted effort to make graduation | in
- January just as special and festive as the one in May. :

A good start would be more pubIICIty ‘The ceremony took -.

place on a Sunday afternoon. Who knew? Many students went -

away for the weekend or scheduled classes for that day. Some
professors had to teach: Schedules could have been changed if .
the event was publicized more and an |mage of the impoirtance of

the ceremony was: presented.

So if you know someone who graduated in January, make
sure they know.that you are proud of them. They worked hard
for their degrees and deserve all of the success that life has to
offer, even if it seems that their passmg was almost forgotten

_Andrea s husband,
Russell Yates, said he does not
blame his wife for murdering
his five. children; he blames her
mental illness.

- According to. Assoc:ated
Press reports, he “supports her
‘because her severe depression
has driven her to kill,..she was-

n‘t'in the right state of mind.”

.The right state of mind!
Perhaps she was just having a
bad day! ‘

When an lndlwdual commlts
such an atrocity, why is the first
reaction to shift blame to some-
one or something else?

- In 1999, two studernts
built pipe bombs, set them to
go off in their school cafeteria
and waited for the frenzied stu-
dents to run from the building
into the schoolyard. They then
fired their automatic weapons
at them, killing 12 and wound-
ing 23 others

Let's see, where shall we
point the finger of blame?
Perhaps the parents are to
blame. They must not have

" been watching.th.eir children.

properly? How about

Hollywood? Let us hold them

responsible for the lasting role
It causes in creating a vnolent
society.

And while we're at it,
throw in the video game people
as well,. After ail, they should

' share some of the blame. How
- about blaming the victims par-
-ents for sending them to school
“that day or the National Rifle -

Association for speaking out -
against anyone who dares chal-
lenges the 2nd Amendment of
the Bill of Rights?

"~ Wait, I have a crazy

. nhotion, how about blaming Eric -
.Harris and Dylan Klebold, the

two boys who actuaily perpe-.

trated the shooting.

Is it just too simple in

jtodays society to say that
‘someone has done wrong and

should pay for it? No matter -
what the circumstances of the
crime, or what outside forces _
influenced the perpetrator of - - -
SEE RESPONSIBLE, PAGE 5
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Ploneer Commentay

B Glamom‘ ghtz and the red carpet..vho S up now‘?

- By Holly Tedesco e o “Training. Day" - Denzel Washmgton and  BEST ACTOR IN A DRAMA- Denzel

_ Staﬁpwmer S “ .~ Ethan Hawke set it off in this nonstop Washington for “Training Day”.
: ) ‘ ’ ~ unpredictable PlCth'e If you haven't Seen BEST ACTRESS IN A SUPPORTING
| 1t's that time Of year again. . it, you shouldt =~ - - ROLE: Cameron Diaz in “Vanilla Sky”. The
Members of Hollywood’s elite are scram- =, - BEST MOTION PICTURE COMEDY: movie was a bust but Diaz shined in her

~ bling to’'cast their nominations for the 74th  “Legally Blonde” — Surprisingly one of the character.
annual Oscar Awards. . The nominees arén't = most delightful fovies of the year.  Reese . BEST ACTOR IN A SUPPORTING ROLE: .
‘out yet but guaranteed you won't recognize - Witherspoon is adorable! This Ieads to the Ethan Hawke in “Training Day”, ‘

~half of them. It's time for the Academy to  nextcategory. ' BEST DIRECTOR: Peter Jackson for “Lord

tell us who the’ bestis. - . BEST ACTRESS IN A COMEDY Reese . of the Rings, Fellowshlp of the Rings” —

' That’s the problem with most of - Witherspoon - _ this movie - one of three planned ~ can be -
‘these award shows-the nominees are either BEST ACTOR IN A COMEDY Gene : enjoyed by anyone! o
I____COMMENTARY obscure movies or ~ Hackman in the “Royal Tenebaums”. You ‘Some honorable mentions that are’

ones you just werent  can’t go wrong with Hackman, He's always noteworthy but will never be up for an -

interested in paying the money to see. - great! - award: “Rock Star”, “Joy Ride”, *Not .

. Because of that I've decided to pick-my . BEST ACTRESS IN A DRAMA: Sissy - Another Teen Movie”, “American Pie 2" and

..own favorites for 2001. .~ . Spacek for “In the Bedroom”.- ThIS is “Riding in Cars with Boys” And-that’s a
BEST MOTION PICTURE DRAMA' -another must see moviet S wrap! .

'_1, ..L_ "-' 1. ‘

Professor seecks sponsﬂole student to supervnse .
1 2—yeur-old dauter onWednesdays from 3:30-
7:30 p-m. Respnslbllltles include helping with
D O | homework and iving to lessons in Hawthorne.
g Senlors Take it one day at a tlme 1l = Musthave ¢ncar. Salary negotiable.

' SRR | o ContoctDrilndelat973 720 3337.
ByV1ctor1aMar1m S - ST N |

Staﬁ'Wrzter R SR | . ‘ '
Sometlmes it seems as if it's a never— Koontz S ne novel mesmerIZ]-ng

| endmg cycle the fall semester just ended and yet the.

spring semester has just begun. No matter how long - - | BY Sara Ktesslmg S ?agﬁf:r]l;itnifrelf;agmzw g sHer
breaks are, they never seem to be-long enough. - o Staff Writer S - cunnin maniac who will :;100" a'n -
“Some of us come back from break refreshed and | ' o 9, wha wi y

Dean Koontz's 3inovel, 'thing to prevent his own demise.

ready to start the new semester with a bang, while others- | . “From the Corner of Hise”, is ~ When he dreams that someone

come back even more stressed than before. In the end,

though, after the first week of school everyone is start:ng ggﬁgﬂgng,l yst|cal annes- rr:?nT3332rt;‘:'gg;?‘éfg‘;;{;ﬂgﬁve
B . r ! ¢
to feel E?_grf‘tzfjlgf ‘c’vl:ifrf éig ?;ut:f;aﬁ,osm gfﬁ ce, about th e . Once again Koontlses " rampage determined to wipe out
fact that — ves 0?1 did pay your bill; so wo’uld the his 'umque style of writirno - all of hlS potential enemies.
I yes, ¥ pay y i " draw you in and keep ycead- " By a twist of fate, Barty
: please reinstate your classes, — to paying for or trying to -| ing. Thisis astory of gd vs. - and Angel are united in a mysti-
| figure out how top aﬁ :Sgryggg ch:,gkni't-WTfht\éo% m']ghtou.r evil, with a complex plotat is " cal and magical'-battle of good vs.
ICOMMENTARY school and work s%edgulesj tgog stay in truly scientific and supertural.  evil that challenge what is known
ymg- This sci-fi thriller is se . about the supernatural and reali-

up all-night and trying to finish all of your assignments.

~ through the eyes of threnain . &y, . = _
tAonnoIIO;I;xeah crammmg for that exam you have; to take _ characters. Bartholomes a : The story follows many leads

. But no matter how crazy these thlngs will make gifted child -W'tgs-gea_,”g'f;,”rfg; a gé;hegh:u%vyéslgi saﬂgtitlutﬁg of ma“Y
| You, for seniors a bit of relief can be found in knowing that |  [BOOK - tale?l%s gxnd the ‘ inevitable confrontation of the
soon all this madness will end with graduation. In reality, - | REVIEW |iaws of phcs. haracters. With numerous sup-
though, this is when the real madness begins. Being . aws ot p ¢ p-

thrown into the “real world” and hoping that the knowl- '7 Born undeniracu- porting characters to add to the
edge learned during our college career is all we will need . - lous circumstances, Bart'  mystery, this novel keeps the
to survive. _ o 9 .| remains the epitome of Ivery pages turning ell the way to the.
~ So just remember that no matter how hard and ~ despite the loss of his owsight lsrlef, but enticing clirax.
; and the unfortunate deaof hls - .This novel is a must read for
crazy. it seems, take it one day at a time and you wil| - Nt '
make it through OK. Good luck to all for the spring s - mother. . Koontz fans and anyone who .
' ter. ‘ 9 pring semes o Angel a little girl 0 is* - enjoys the mystical, spiritual, and -
’ L : - | '.the product of a rape, pesses - unexplainable. . .

' RESPONSIBLE, FROM PAGE-4 | "~ mind when she killedeir children. Of course she wasn't, but
the crime, the evil can still be traced to mchwclual chaice. she is guilty and - neeto take responsibility for her actions.
Responsibility implies accountability-if one carries respons[bmty CoL Young- Georgeashlngton accepted it in the story of the
one is also accountable for what one does. - cherry tree. Then aq, it.is only a fable. ‘Today we can teach

Murder is a choice that a person makes, and a chmce that  our children the storf.Bill Clinton and how he pomted his.finger N
could be avoided, no matter what social or medical forces are in©  at the camera and sz "1 did not have sexual relatlons w:th that
play. Russell Yates says his wife was not in the right frame of A woman, Monlca Lewid/ ' ‘
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- 'ROTHMAN, FROM PAE 1 .

campus o
ZBT attorney Pal Endler
disputes that the settlment
~ money rémains unpaidthough
he was unable to prowe proof
" of payment:
~ Rothman plans > attend
the university’s board f
trustees meeting on Mrch 2.
He is not on the agenq, but
- will be allowed to speg at the
~ conclusion-of the meehg when
the board opens up th floor to
new business. :
The meeting is ched-
uled to take place onte day
* that his son would hav turmed
21, less than two week from
the one-year anniversgy of his
son’s drowning while a vaca-
tion with his fraternityrothers.
“He asked to spak .
before the board but ws
advised that since theneeting
was open to the publi¢hat he
should raise his issue i the
end of the meeting uner new
business,” said Marc Snaeffer,
the executive assistanto the
president and boarcl otrustees,

in‘a brief telephone interview.

- “If he does not show up, not a

single syllable will be mentioned

. of his issye.”

.. At the meeting, Rothman
plans to demand that the uni-
versity suspend ZBT, as well as-

~make a public announcement

regardmg the issue.
“1 want the university to

-suspend ZBT for breaking the

academic code," said Rothman

“in a telephone interview. "I
would also like a public apology -

to me and my wife for all the.

. suffering we have been put

through, as well as assurance
that guidelines will be set up to
ensure this never happens
again. I don‘t understand how .
the unlverSIty can rgmam silent.
on this.”

‘A represéntative from -
the university, who asked not to -
be hamed, said in 4 telephone
interview that although no com-

- ments could be made on the

board‘sbehalf, they would take
into consideration any issues
‘brought up by anyone during -
the public part of the March 2
meeting. : :

The Pioneer Times, Page 7

The university -

- 'spokesman also stated that if a
lawsuit is filed against the uni-

versity, it will file an answer
accordingly. If it is felt that the

 case.does not have merit the -

university will move to file a
motion to dismiss. ‘
As far.as the suspension
of ZBT, it is the university’s
understanding that the dispute
is with individual members of
the fraternity and not with the
organization itself. Therefdre,
no action can be taken against -
the organization because the
organization itself did not com-
mit any violations of the
school’s codes. ' o
' In addition, Rothman - -
has filed a criminal complaint in

- Clifton Municipal: Court ggainst

one of the fraternity brothers,
Glen, Fe_lson The official com-
plaint, failure to make required

. dispositions, falls under the
- theft statute. Felson is accused -
_of purposely retaining $400

from the scholarship fund. -
- The Passaic County
Prosecutor’s: Office wouldn’t

‘ comment on’ whether or not lt V

plans to file formal charges. No

‘court date has been set,

according to the Clifton
Municipal Court. _
© “I'offered Glenn Falson

- and his father three chances to
- settle,” said Rothman, “they

refused to setile and so I was

‘left with no choice but to file

the criminal complaint. They
made this decision, not me.”

- Endler believes the new

accusation against Felson is

unfounded.

“The boys acknowledged
(in court in October) they had
committed a technical violation
in neglecting to gain permission

- from the Rothman Fund and.the .

family to raise funds and the -
amount they were ordered to
pay was paid,” Endler said, “this
new charge was filed with no -
proof. This is basically just a
case of harassment agalnst
Glenn."™

- But Rothman dlsagrees

- “This is not about

money,” said Rothman. “I will

~ fight until I am convinced that

my son did not dle in vam

COLUMN FROM PACG 8

Although the gt sack came rather -
easy to Strahan, it dosn't mean he didnt
earn the record. Straan is one of the "
team leaders on the Gnts; he plays hard
‘ Gastineau was. .-

even quoted as sayinche was glad some- -
. one like Strahan had-ichance to break his-

record and that he hoed Strahan would
-be able to use the recrd ina positive way,

and is a good. role moel,

" unlike Gastineau did.

cheered.for Strahan.

Packer fans) in the stadium that day

_ It's not everyday a fan gets to see a
‘great player break an NFL record. Fans
were so anxious to see it happen that at
one point during the third quarter the
‘crowd began chanting Strahan’s name."
There was no specific reason behind the ,
cheer, maybe it was part encouragement, = -

Every fan (mcludlng

and maybe |t was part thank you
Giants fans thanked Strahan that
- day for giving-them something to cheer
about this season. A dismal season ended
- on a positive note and for that, Giants fans
are grateful.
record stand and not review the sack fans
~ should be able to do the same. -~ "

If the NFL is going to let the

- TITLE IX, FROM PAG 8

was a lot of inequity irsports and there
was more money spenon men's feams.
He feels that Title IX ibenificial to
women athletes becaue they are offered
‘more opportunity and qual playing time,
But Title IX wasmever just about

‘ sports, but also about:ducation.

“Title IX changd the way that ,
educational institution:viewed the poten-
tial for women and gir;,” said Dr. Ronald
P. Verdicchio of the Coege of Education.

- Male PE (physical edcation) teachers -
had to change their teching styles when
gym classes became nxed gender. 1

- think the latter helped boys as well as
girls, in that, gym class became safe for
the talented girl athlete and- the non-tal—

ented boy.”

But for all the mroads that Title IX
“has provided, including helping to pro-
duce such star athletes as Venus
Williams, Serena Williams-and Jennifer
Capriati, there are those who believe that
the playing fields stilt aren’t level, “

™ think it is important to realize.

that in high school and college, women’s -
sports don't earn equal recognition as
male athletics,” said Prof. Helen Dedes of-
the Women's Studies Department. '

BASKETBALL, FROM’AGE 8
-In order to do tis the
Pioneers need to swee the:
final five games. Howver, an
- unusually split playoffield
among conference biders this
season has left the tem with

~ high hopes, despite the slow

start.

Genera[ly a 7 t6-con-
ference record leaves ost -
‘teams four or more ggnes
behind first place. Th season
"~ however, with the aid f last
week’s win over Ramao, brings
the team to just two ames
from first place.

* With six teamsvithin

four games of each other, play- -

off dreams can only be realized
with a 3-2 or better finishing
record and a little help from
lady luck,

' The Pioneers. face fellow
playoff hopeful Rutgers-Camden
Scarlet Raptors (6-7 NJAC) led
by high-scorer Brian Turner
tonight at Camden and follow
with a home battle vs. another
playoff hopeful Rowan Profs (8-
6 NJAC) at the Rec Center
Saturday.

The women's team has-a B
far rockier path to take for the -
remainder of the season. Still a
young squad, the Lady Pioneers

won 4 out of 16' games c_iverall a
_and just 2 out of 11 among.

NJAC competitors. : ‘
‘ Pespite this fact, the
team scored a single basket

‘victory over mid-field contender,

Ramapo, lifting the spirits of the

team.

But being an NJAC mem_~
ber does not make winning _
easy. Aside from this the Lady
Pioneers were faced with

~ nationally ranked competition -

during the break with games
against Marymount (VA) and St.

Mary’s (MD), both of which pre-’

vailed in the games. _
Though it may look

dreary for the ladies, the team
follows- a similar pattern to the
men’s team. After an 0-8 sea-

~.son opening, the team has fol-

lowed with a modest 4-8 con-
tinuance of the season with' -

-recent victories over Rutgers-
‘Newark, Ramapo and the

College of Staten Island. = . .
- With playoff hopes lost, and
little more than something to

~ prove in the final games of the |
‘season, the rebuilding Lady.
'Pioneers look to continue their

new found victories against
Rutgers—Camden (8 -5 NJAC}
tomght ‘
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Strahan earns sack
record amidst some
recent controversy

By Kerry Johnson
Staff Writer

"As a-Giants fan I'll be the first to
admit they had a rather dtsappomtmg sea~
son.

In fact, at tlmes it was a really dis-
appointing season. When the team lost the
second to last game to the Philadelphia
{Eagies to end any playoff chances, every-
one knew the last game against the Green
Bay Packers was meaningless. However, «
Defensive End Michael Strahan gave the
final game of the season some meaning.
COMMENTARY Jouring the

Philadelphia game
"|strahan earned 3.5 sacks to leave him 1
- Jshy of the record set by former NY Jet Mark
Gastineau in -1984. ' ’

I was planning to watch the game at
home that Sunday but was lucky enough to
wind up with a ticket. While heading up to
East Rutherford my father, sister, aunt, and
I were listening to the pre-game show and
.|the big story of the day was Strahan and -
‘[the sack record. Sports reporters were dis-
cussing the chances of him getting the

- Jrecord, how Strahan and Packers quarter:.'

back.Brett Farve were good friends, and
that Mark Gastineau would be at Giants -
IStadium in case Strahan shouId break his
. jrecord.

As we arnved at the stadium it
looked as if we had entered Green Bay
country. Packers fans had taken over the
place, but we weren't too discouraged. As
the Giants defense was introduced the
crowd went wild when Strahan came run- -
- Ining out onto the field. :

‘ . As the game progressed, the Giants
continued to lose, but the fans were still
‘Icheering for Strahan. There were a few
close calls, but with only 2:42 left in the
‘|oame Strahan sacked Farve to earn 22.5
- |sacks on the season and to break,

-lGastineau’s record hy half a sack. A mean-
" fingless game finally had some meaning and
the crowd gave Strahan a standmg ovatlon
for his efforts.

.When watching the replay of the
final sack it looked as if Farve. gift-wrapped
it for Strahan. Farve sort of fell down as
Strahan landed on top of him. While listen-
ing to the radio the sports reporters imme-
|diately began to debate whether or not
~ IStrahan earned the record. Farve.and
-IStrahan are good friends and both talked
fabout the record all week. Did Farve give
‘{Strahan the record, or was. it in the play for
Farve to go down lf he couldn’t complete
the pass? !

" SEE COLUMN, PAGE 7

Ploneer basketball 1mpr0ves

over break; outlook is good

‘By Joe van Gaalen
Sports Editor '

As the year 2002 comes along, -
both the men’'s and women’sbasketball -
teams have lengthened their stories to
tell about their respective seasons.

- Over winter break, the Pioneers
teams won 9 out of 3 games on the
men’s side and 3 out of 7 on the

women’s. While both. teams come off

recent victories against the Roadrunners,

local rivals from Ramapo College, it is the .
. men’s team that has brought Wlth it more

than just a victory.
 After a rocky season start of 3 out

of 4 wins, the men’s team rebounded
“with a record 9 ot of three 3 over the

wmter break and a 5-game winning

streak to add to their accolades. . -
Standlng at 12-8 (7-6 in the New
Jersey Athletic Conference), the Pioneers

. scored recent wins over Montclair State,

New Jersey City and Ramapo College, the

top three teams in the conference. At
. - current, the Pioneers are fifth in the

NJAC, just one-half game out of post-sea-
son play-because fourth place Rowan

--University has the advantage of playmg

one more conference game, -

- As‘the Division III conference
playoff week draws near, the Pioneers sit
just behind the drawing line, with five -
games to go. A general NJAC hoops

~playoff rule of thumb i is the number 12;

no team with 12 wins had not made it

into.the conference. ‘
" SEE BASKETBALL, PAGE 7 .~

T1tle IX recalled as Wllllam Paterson |
suggests women’s tennis team

Pioneer Tlmcs
Staff Report

Before 1972, there
were few organized girls”
or women's sports teams.
Before 1972, boys.and

.girls had gym class sepa-
- rately. Before 1972, there

was very little funding for
women in education.
Because of Title IX, legis-
lation passed in 1972 all

this changed. -

On June 23 of that
year, Congress enacted an
Education Amendment
declaring that “no person
in the United States shall,
on the basis of sex, be

excluded from participation '

in, be denied the benefits

. Sat. Dec. 29
Coll. of Staten Is.
WPUNJ

85
89

of, or be sub_]ected to dIS-
crlmlnatlon under any edu-

cational program or activity -

receiving federal fmanmal
assistance.”- :
According to the

- Women's Sports

Foundation website; in

-~ 1972 there were only a lit-

tle more than two women’s
athletic teams per U.S. col-

‘lege or university. At

William Paterson University
on the 30th anniversary of
that legisiation, the effects

- of Title IX are evident. The

university has six women’s
intercollegiate sports
teams including basketball,
volleyball, softball, soccer, .
field hockey and swim-
ming. In addition, indoor
and outdoor track and

Rutgers-Newark 38
WPUNJ 61

Ramapo
WPUNJ -

~ cross-country teams are

coed.

And now thv'e school
is researching the possibili-
ty of a women’s tennis
team and a women’s
lacrosse team, according to
Keith Woods, coach of the
women'’s basketball team.

"Title IX has been

. successful here at William

Paterson as far as creating
equal opportunities,” he
said.. He believes opportu-
nities are greater not only.
for the athletes but for the

‘coaches as well.

Edward Gurka, head ~
coach of men and women'’s
swimming, says TitleIX
was needed becausé there

SEE TITLE IX, PAGE 7
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